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COMMUNICATIONS. 


Ag WORD TO. THINKING CHRISTIANS. 


Iv the work of evangelizing the world, the Episcopal Church, both in Great Britain 
and this country, has given a large share of its abundance. Our brethren across the 
waters give their millions annually, while we of the American Church have not been 
very far behind. Though we are gradually and surely planting our stakes throughout 
this continent, strengthening and broadening the borders of Zion, still we are some- 
what behind other denominations in numbers, though equal to them all, perhaps, in 
influence ; yet though not among the greatest in numbers, it will be found that during 
the past year the Episcopal Church has contributed for strictly benevolent purposes— 
that is, purposes outside of all expenses for the sustaining of congregations, and look- 
ing only to the relief of the needy, and the preaching of the Gospel to the benighted— 
nearly two millions of dollars. But of this very large amount only a comparatively 
small fraction is devoted to Domestic Missions. And from the great extent of our ex- 
treme western country, and the number of the sparsely settled regions nearer east, 
this amount is greatly inadequate. The stream of emigration to the far west daily 
broadens and steadily flows on, and yet for weeks and months we behold no life-boat 
floating on its bosom. The Gospel, it is true, is preached to those who lay low our 
forests and make highways for traffic, but at such a disadvantage of men and means 
that its sound is not far-reaching. Owing to the insufficiency of its apparatus, it fails 
to travel from point to point, reaching all, and fastening its blessed truths on all. The 
cry of old, ‘‘ Come over and help us,” is uttered morning, noon, and night from the 
mountains, the hills, and the plains where dwell the red and the white men, but it is 
often unheeded, for there are none to answer, at least the means are not at hand to 
send those who would answer if they were able, for it is a cheering fact that there is a 
plenty of men and women who are every way adapted to the work, ready to undertake 
it whenever summoned. Those already in the field give an encouraging earnest of the 
material which is at command, but which remains unused because Christians forget 
their debt of love to the Indian and the bordermen of this great country. And as 
long as we withhold the means which will make of the population of the extreme por- 
tions of our land useful citizens, we shall find them fighting among themselves, and 
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given up to the most degrading vices. To keep order in the midst of lawlessness, it 
costs the General Government millions of money, which might yearly be saved by the 
generous contributions of Churchmen and others expended in pointing out the way of 
righteousness, which is but another name for peace, order, and good citizenship. The 
great west will soon become a vast field of moral and social disorder, if some adequate 
check is not introduced in the form of thorough missionary: effort—an effort determined 
to reach to all its settled portions, and to be felt likewise throughout every tribe of the 
remnant of the red race. Whatever she has been able to do in cultivating the field of 
Domestic Missions, the Church has done, but finding even this to be,comparatively a 
small fraction of the work required, she feels herself compelled constantly to appeal 
for more help—help inthe form of money, for without this her soldiers can neither be 
fed nor clothed. Those of her soldiers who have taken the field are fighting courage- 
ously in Christ’s behalf, heedless of comfort and life, the best paid of them receiving 
but enough, if that, to clothe, feed, and shelter them and theirs. And often, were it 
not for the thought that they are working for a divine and observing Master, and that 
He will reward them in greater measure, their hearts would fail them, so many are the 
trials of mind and body they are called on to undergo. Accustomed to the amenities 
of life, and possessing minds cultured by study and observation, they are required to 
minister to those who esteem neither, and who are accustomed to weigh every thing 
and every body in scales having in the opposite balance grossness, sordidness, and av- 
arice. But in whatever straits they may be, they forget not to look for strength and 
consolation to One whose balms never fail, and who, whatever men may be, is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever—the same in His providence, His ministering 
grace, His smiles, and His rewards. Leaying out the matter of distance from friends, 
the Domestic missionary suffers as many if not greater hardships than the foreign. He 
is compelled to travel. from point to point in all manner of conveyances, and often in 
none, meekly satisfied with sandal and staff, while the pelting storm becomes an old 
acquaintance, and the earth forms his bed, and«the heavens his canopy. Beside all 
this, he contends with prejudices, frequently deep-rooted ; with consciences seared, as 
if by a hot iron, through the influences of civilized vices, which are far worse than 
those of the heathen, for these are the result of ignorance, while the first spring from 
choice ; and, beyond these, he must contend with the apathy in which too many within 
the Church indulge as to the work of evangelizing the various fields at home. 

In consideration of what has gone before—though it has the marks of imperfection 
on it—be advised, Christian thinker, to let your prayers and your alms, like those of 
Cornelius, ‘come up for a memorial before God.” “ Frecly ye have received, freely 
give.” Let your compassion be awakened for those that are “as sheep not having a 
shepherd,” that they may be supplied with all needful knowledge for finding and walk- 
ing in that path of the just which shinecth more and more unto the perfect day. Let 
nothing keep you from your seats in God’s house when money is asked for the repair- 
ing, the beautifying, and the enlarging of the Lord’s vineyard, for gold and silver spent 
thus will return to you bearing a hundredfold interest. The Master but asks you to 
lend to Him, for ‘he that hath pity upon the poor,” it is said, ‘‘lendeth unto the 
Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay him again.” “If thou hast much, 
give plenteously ; if thou hast little, do thy diligence gladly to give of that little: 
for so gatherest thou thyself a good reward in the day of necessity.” 

Baxutmore, Mp. Bey Jabs 
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THE FUTURE. ,. MICHIGAN —WNo. 4.. 


Some care was observed in the last number of this series, while expressing deep 
thankfulness for the many tokens of divine favor shown to the Church within this 
diocese, to avoid any thing like a boastful spirit. On the contrary, there was an 
acknowledgment, in general terms, of a want of that earnest devotion which God de- 
mands of His people, and a frank confession that more might have been done to adyance 
the cause of Christ and His Church. 

But the writer was not aware, until he applied himself to the examination of statis- 
tics, of the extent of the uncultivated field within the boundaries of the diocese, not to 
speak of the unsupplied wants of the great Mississippi valley, of which it forms a part. 

It is proposed in this article to examine the actual condition and needs of this beauti- 
fal and highly favored portion of the Church’s territory, and contrast its real poverty 
with its seeming wealth in spiritual things. 

It was stated in Number 3 of this series that there were sixty-seven parishes in 
the diocese, the result of steady growth for about thirty years. From the last diocesan 
journal it, appears, that there were then canonically connected with the diocese sixty 
clergymen. Of these thirty-seven are rectors of parishes, some of them receiving aid 
from the Domestic or Diocesan missionary Committee; one is an itinerant missionary ; 
twelve have no cures, most of them, however, performing occasional services ; two have 
died, and six have left the diocese. 

If we add to the thirty-seven rectors, the itinerant missionary, and say half of the 
clergy without cures, we have forty-four working clergy—about three fourths of those 
canonically resident in June, 1864. 

There are four candidates for orders. Of the sixty-seven parishes on the list, six have 
fallen into desuetude by reason of change of population or other causes ; twenty are 
kept alive by occasional services, leaving forty-one to be supplied by the thirty-seven 
rectors, some of whom have the care of two parishes. 

This statement may not be technically accurate, but it is made with care, and is be- 
lieved to be substantially correct. An analysis of the clergy-lists of other western 
dioceses would probably show that in respect to the proportion of working clergy, 
Michigan would compare favorably with the average. The object of the writer is, not 
to underrate our strength, but to deal with facts, and from facts to obtain a fair starting- 
point for the answer to the question, What are the needs of the diocese ? 

The population of the State in 1860 was 750,000, against 397,000 in 1850, 212,000 in 
1840, and 175,000 in 1837, when the diocese was fully organized. This rapid growth 
accounts in part for the apparent deliberateness with which the Church has progressed, 
and excuses her members, to some extent, for their seeming lack of energy. This 
population is distributed throughout fifty-six counties in the lower peninsula, and six 
in the upper or Lake Superior region. In the former, there were, in 1860, 733,000 souls ; 
in the latter, 17,000. In the latter, there are four organized parishes and three clergy- 
men, In the northern part of the lower peninsula, thirty-six counties, haying in them 
seven hundred townships, covering twenty-five thousand square miles of territory, and 
containing 191,000 souls, have no resident clergy, and in twenty-seven of these thirty- 
six counties, sparsely peopled, containing 45,000 inhabitants, it is believed the services 
of the Church have never been heard. 

Thus we find that we have but forty-four clergy for 750,000 inhabitants, being one 
to 17,000. If we exclude the thirty-six counties, the proportion to the remainder is 
1 to 13,000. 
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Whether this is an average of the condition of other western dioceses, the writer 
cannot state, for want of data. Such an investigation would require the same degree 
of local knowledge that he brings to the task in respect to his own diocese; but it may 
be presumed that this is a fair index of the destitution of all western dioceses, so far as 
the Church is concerned. What Christians of other names are doing to supply these 
spiritual needs, he does not undertake to state, his business being with the responsibili- 
ties resting upon the Church. 

How shall these be met ? 

There are, under God, two great instrumentalities for-the spread of the Gospel : 
prayer—the prayer of faith of all Christ’s flock; prayer, which, in its reflex influence, 
stimulates and guides the will—and preaching of the word, by boly men set apart for 
that work. In order to obtain these men, the Church must supply the means—means 
to-aid them to prepare for the ministry, and means to support them after they have 
entered upon the holy office. Who possess these means, and by whom shall they be 
supplied? It seems hardly worth while to ask such a question, when the answer is so 
patent. We know that the same rule holds now which governed in the Apostle’s days. 
The laity must impart of their temporal gifts to those who minister in spiritual things. 
They must do so freely, bountifully, adequately. It is just at this point that the writer 
finds what he believes to be one of the principal obstacles to the increase of the minis- 
try and the growth of the Church. ‘The laity, as a whole, do not enter heartily, 
liberally, energetically into Church work. This is evidenced by their apathy in the 
cause of Missions, the aggressive work of the Church. 

The Journal of the last General Convention shows that in twenty-three loyal dioceses 
there were in 1862 about 125,000 communicants, representing probably 750,000 attend- 
ants on Church services, and that there were:123,000 Sunday scholars and 4000 Sunday- 
school teachers. From all these there were collected, in the years 1860, 1861, and 1862, 
$147,000 for Domestic Missions, equal to thirty-nine cents a year for each communicant, 
or about six cents a year for the whole number attending services, and calling them- 
selves Christians. 

When a young man finds his attention drawn to the question, whether he shall 
devote himself to the ministry, he is aware that, in doing so, he will take up a heavy 
cross; but when he looks into the details of missionary life, and sees the struggle 
made by those who bear this cross, the complacency with which the Church regards 
this struggle, and how feebly it responds to the appeal for means to feed and clothe 
those who have thus renounced the pursuits of the world for the purpose of preaching 
the Gospel to the poor, what wonder that his heart should grow faint, and that he 
should hesitate to commit bimself, and those bound to him by the tenderest relations, 
to that war? He would rather fight a hundred battles against the enemies of his 
country. 

There are other parts of Church work, in which the laity, ‘ by thought, word, and ° 
deed,” might greatly aid. But in regard to these, the writer would desire to study a 
respectful deference to those who bear rule in spiritual things, and not to be officious 
while endeavoring to be useful. His only aim is to do something, however feebly, 
(being content to “ring a bell, to call other wits together,”’) toward inspiring with life 
and energy the lay element; because, as things are constituted, if that cannot be 
effected, we shall be obliged to content ourselves with the position of rear-guard, which 
we have thus far held in the new settlements of the west. Bishops and clergy may be 
never so zealous and self-sacrificing, yet it is to be borne in mind that they have 
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tables to be served and bodies to be clothed, while they ‘give themselves continually 
to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

Who, then, will strike out a plan, simple, practical, enduring, which sball arouse, 
and then knit together in holy effort this power in the Church ? Will not J. M. C., 
whose vigorous pen appeared in the March number of Tur Spirit or Missroys, favor 
the Church with his suggestions on this subject ? XG 


” 


o> 


EDITORIAL. 


——- 0 « —_ 


Books Wantep.—A missionary of the Domestic Committee in one of 
the western dioceses, who left the south as the troubles were beginning, is 
in great need of books. Having left his library behind him, he writes us 
that he has now only the Bible, Prayer-Book, Wake’s Apostolic Fathers, 
and a few pamphlets. He is doing an important work in a new and flourish- 
jng station ; but one where every ism is loud in its cries of Lo here, and Lo 
there. He therefore often finds himself forced to be silent, because he has 
not books of reference. By much self-denial he had recently saved fifty 
dollars out of his small stipend to purchase a few books, which an attack of 
illness (now happily over) compelled him to use for his personal necessities. 

The Domestic Secretary at the Missionary Rooms will be happy to re- 
ceive and forward to him books for his use which any friends of Missions 
will send. Those who cannot furnish books suitable for him, can send 
money to be applied to their purchase. Knowing the merits of this case, 
we earnestly commend it, and hope to be enabled, through Christian liberal- 
ity, to send a valuable box of books to cheer and aid this faithful and suc- 
cessful missionary at his post. 


A SuaeestivE Ixcment.—The Rev. Dr. Twing, whose whole time and en- 
ergies are employed in endeavors to awaken a deeper and broader interest 
in regard to our Domestic Missions, relates to us the following suggestive in- 
cident : 

Having, not long since, addressed a congregation, in one of our large 
cities, and the offerings having been collected, a colored Christian woman 
came into the vestry-room, bringing in her hand one of the cards which are 
used on such occasions, to accommodate those who may be moved to make 
larger offerings than they had provided for, and also a five-dollar bill, which 
she handed to her rector as her contribution to the good cause. There was 
no ostentation. It was a simple Christian performance, and so interested 
Dr. Twing that he was led to obtain from her rector such information as he 
could supply respecting this person, and then to seek an interview with her. 
For this latter purpose, a day or two after, she was sent for, and came to the 
rector’s study. There was nothing very remarkable in her history, so far as 
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was ascertained. She had been a slave till within two or three years of that 
date, and a Christian while a slave. She had been trained, or had trained 
herself, to devote one hour of each day to the study of holy Scripture and 
to prayer, and had also trained herself to habits of liberality. She was then 
at service at ten dollars per month, one of the stipulations being that she 
must have, without interruption, the one hour a day for private devotional 
duties. She was asked whether she was in the habit of taking money to 
church with her on all occasions. She answered that she was, but not always 
so much as five dollars; that, having been providentially detained at home 
for two Sundays, and thinking that some call for aid might be presented, 
though in ignorance that a collection for Missions was to be made, she had 
prepared herself to respond with an offering larger than usual. 

Let those to whom God has given much, and of whom much is required, 
reflect upon this incident. It may prove to them quite suggestive in the 
way of duty, in the way of blessed privilege, in regard to one of the divinely 
appointed means of growth in grace, without the employment of which, ac- 
cording to ability and opportunity, Christian character and life cannot but 
suffer loss. And let those of moderate means also reflect upon this incident. 
Tt has a lesson for them. The Christian woman, referred to in this recital, is 
now, in her sphere, among her people, without formal appointment, and 
without pecuniary remuneration, acting as agent for Domestic Missions. A 
small remittance has already been made to the Treasurer. This also is hap- 
pily suggestive. Selfappointed agents, first, giving according to their abili- 
ty, and then, moved by the Holy Spirit of God, and warmed. by love, ap- 
pealing to others, in their own appointed sphere, are much needed. The 
world, in its‘sins and dangers, calls for them. The Church, in her great 
work, -calls for them. God, who, through the Church, will save the world, 
calls for them. May this triple call be widely heard and widely heeded ! 
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Tue Sprrir oF Misstons.—Our Paper has not, by many thousands, as 
large a circulation as it should have, nor, by many thousands, as large as it 
might have, if we could only secure a little help from those to whom it is 
now sent. If we could afford to employ a sufficient number of agents to can- 
vass thoroughly all the parishes—to visit every family connected with the 
Church—and supposed to be more or less interested in the great work of 
Christian missions, no doubt tens of thousands of fresh subscribers could be 
obtained. 

But this method would involve a larger expenditure than a due regard to 
other parts of our work would justify. We have several thousand agents 
now, in just the localities where they are needed, with just the qualifica- 
tions which the work demands, not under pay from either of the Commit- 
tees, and yet, not without very liberal pay from the Good Master who gives 
comfort for the present, and promises Paradise and Heaven for the future. 
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We refer to the rectors of contributing parishes, to whom the paper is 
sent without charge, and to our lay subscribers, to whom it is sent for a 
little more than two thirds of its actual cost. It would be a very easy thing 
for each of these several thousands to procure one new subscriber, and 
forward the name and the dollar to this office. Many of them could, with 
very little trouble, obtain five, or ten, or fifteen, or twenty. 

There are, doubtless, many thousands of families or individuals, connected 
with the Church, who are not aware that there is such a publication as Tux 
Spirit or: Misstons—who would take it, and pay for it, if they were asked 
to do so—who would be benefited by and thankful for the missionary infor- 
mation which it supplies; and who would respond to the calls, made clear 
to them by such informatiof, for their sympathy, their prayers, and their aid 
in other ways. 

These are times for Christian work in all its departments—for a fresh 
baptism and consecration of all our Christian capabilities. The opportuni- 
ties are such as God has rarely if ever given to a Christian people. To 
sleep now—to be inactive and sparing now—to fail to ask now, in the spirit 
of a deep and unselfish earnestness, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?” 
and to say, Here am I—send or use me, is to prove that we have but little 
love for God, and little for our country. We need the unsparing service of 
all hands, of all minds, of all hearts. We ask each of our readers, to the 
extent of his or her ability, to assist us, in the way indicated above, in giving 
a much wider circulation to Tue Srrrir or Mrssrons, and thus to assist in 
extending information of what the Church is doing, and has yet to do, in the 
great fields in which she is appointed and commissioned to work. A. T. T. 
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Should the Church people of Hudson suc- 
ceed in this effort, and could they have more 
frequent services, [ see no good reason why 


MICHIGAN. 


Hudson, etc.—Rev. L. H. Corson. 


Jonesvinin, April 3d, 1865+ 

I nave administered the Holy Com- 
munion in Hudson once since January to 
ten persons, and baptized one adult. 

At length the prospect brightens there 
for building up the Church. Efforts are 
being made to purchase a building former- 
ly used for a school-house, and to fit it up 
for a church. Its dimensions are about 
thirty by sixty fect. It is situated in the 
centre of the city, and if procured, and 
tastefully fitted up, will make a convenient 
church, sufficiently large for present uses. 


they might not grow in numbers and in 
strength. I hop® in future to be able to 
report a small Sunday-school; a zealous 
lay-member of the Church there, has en- 
gaged to open a Sunday-school so soon as 
a permanent place of worship can be pro- 
cured. At present we occupy a very un- 
comfortable public hall, and our occupancy 
of itis at the discretion of the city authori- 
ties. We may be ejected from it at any 
time. It has been my custom for some 
months past to catechise all the children 
with whom I came in contact, acting on 
the maxim of ‘‘ Father Nash,” that ‘‘ cate- 
chism is the proper food for lambs.” 
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Three Rivers, etc.—Rev. V. Spalding. 


Turee Rivers, April Ist, 1865. 

The sickness with which I wrote you I 
was attacked, in my report at the begin- 
ning of this year, proved to be much more 
obstinate and formidable than I then an- 
ticipated. It was inflammatory rheumatism 
of the most malignant type. I was chained 
down by it, in a state of entire helpless- 
ness and most excruciating pain, through- 
out the months of January and February, 
until the last Sunday of February, when I 
resumed my ministrations in the Church 
here with great difficulty, and, by God’s 
mercy, have been able to continue them 
regularly ever since, with slowly increas- 
ing health and strength. But my services 
at my outposts at Centreville and Con- 
stantine I have been obliged to discon- 
tinue thus far, on account of the danger 
of bringing on a relapse of my distemper, 
from my unavoidable exposure to the in- 
clemency of the weather in visiting them. 
I intend to resume them as soon as practi- 
cable. My poor little feeble church here 
shows very plainly the deleterious effects 
of its six weeks’ deprivation of clerical 
services ; for, during my whole sickness, 
I was only able to procure help for one 
Sunday—when my old friend and father 


in God, the Rev: R. Murray, of Detroit, - 


kindly visited me, and officiated in my 
place. The morning services were kept 
up, however, by lay-reading, during the 
whole time, except one Sunday. Among 
other beneficial effects of my affliction, 
designed, no doubt, by Him who laid it 
upon me, it has produced a marked in- 
crease of care and sympathy for me from 
my little flock, whose solicitude for me 
during my illness was shown by every 
sort of delicate attention; and since my 
partial recovery, by a gift of money, gener- 
ous for their means, made up among them- 
selves quietly, without my previous know- 
ledge or expectation. It-was forty dollars 
—most seasonably presented to me, to 
meet the increased expenses of my illness. 

The statistics of the mission remain 
about the same as at my last January 
report; but the attendance at my services 
has diminished nearly one half, during my 
confinement, as might naturally have been 
expected in a congregation consisting in 
great part of persons without any fixed 
attachment to the Church, and who drift 
about wherever the strongest present at- 
traction draws them. I hope I may be 
able to reclaim them by degrees, and fix 
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their wandering fancies to the only true 
home of the penitent sinner, the Apostolic 
Church of Christ. 


Trenton etc.—Rev. M. Ward. 
Trenton, March 31st, 1865. 


Early in January last I relinquished 
Fentonville, as active measures were 1n 
progress for establishing in that place a 
resident clergyman. Shortly after, the 
Rey. O. E. Fuller, late of Saginaw City, 
took charge of Fentonyille, in conjunction 
with Holly, four miles distant. This ar- 
rangementeis to me very gratifying, as it 
promises the happiest results for two vil- 
lages situated in different townships, em- 
bracing elements of large and increasing 
importance. Fentonville is dull and little 
attractive to business men, though its tene- 
ments are all occupied; it is destined to 
become an active place at some future day. 

Interest in the advancement of the 
Church is somewhat increasing here, as I 
have already intimated. ‘The people are 
raising funds to repair the church edifice. 
A donation-party, given somewhile since, 
yielded to the missionary one hundred and 
seventy-eight dollars in cash. 

In Wyandotte, the erection of a church 
edifice is a work yet to be done. I dare 
not say when. We are, however, making 
continual progress. The removal of our 
services from the Methodist house to one 
built and occupied by the German Luther- 
ans, has resulted very beneficially. Should 
we have no more conscriptions, and should 


-the iron works make full time, our church 


can be built this year. 

I have given the people notice that mis- 
sionary aid will be withdrawn after the ex- 
piration of the present year. 


———0 9 e—_- 


INDIANA. 


* ————s 


Ligonier, etc.—Rev. J. Adderly.’ 


Ligonier, April 5th, 1865. 

Tue parish at Ligonier is much more 
promising than it has been at any past time. 
We have had several removals into town 
of persons who are Church people, and 
very anxious for the services of the sanc- 
tuary. The ladies of the parish have form- 
ed themselves into a Mite Society, for the 
purpose of defraying expenses and build- 
ing achurch, ‘The attendance upon this 
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society is quite large, and they anticipate 
to realize considerable pecuniary aid. 

St. Paul’s Church, Mishawaka, con- 
tinues the same as in my last report. By 
the Bishop’s advice, I have resigned St. 
John’s Church, Bristol, and devote more 
of my time to Ligonier. I hope from pre- 
sent prospects that the Church, in this act- 
ive and business town, before long will 
be firmly established. 


Worthington, etc.—Rev, H. Hollis. 


Worturneron, April Ist, 1865. 


The regular morning and evening serv- 
ices have been kept up throughout the 
quarter, without exception ; and on each 
Lord’s day the Sunday-school has met 
at two o'clock p.m., which I have super- 
intended and catechised. We have a les- 
son from the Gospels, beside the cate- 
chism of the Church, which enables me, 
by questions and expository remarks, to 
preach Christ in a simple manner to the 
children, teachers, and others. On each 
Wednesday evening also, we have held 
service, with a plain lecture on Christian 
doctrine and practice. As we use the 
Litany, it may be considered eminently 
our meeting for prayer. JI commenced the 
quarter with a lecture on Sunday evening, 
on the first man, Adam. ‘These lectures 
have been continued, with only one excep- 
tion, every Sunday evening. ‘Thus I have 
delivered three on Adam, one on Noah, 
and eight on Abraham, which are to be 
continued. These lectures have elicited 
some interest, and increased our congrega- 
tions. They have been interwoven with 
evidence drawn from science and history, 
confirming revelation, and with practical 
hints for leading a godly and Christian 
life. 


Goshen, etc.—Rev. S. D. Pulford. 


GosueN, March 80th, 1865. 


Since my last report, the financial mat- 
ters of this parish have been taken in 
hand, with the determination to. straighten 
them up, and keep them in shape for the 
future. The result proves that it has not 
been done too soon. Having effected a 
sale of a vacant portion of the church-lot 
for twelve hundred dollars, we were be- 
coming quite elated with the prospect of 
soon working out of debt; the debt was 
supposed to be about twenty-three hun- 
dred dollars. To have this reduced to 
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eleven hundred was most cheering. \ But 
it was found that, with accumulated inter- 
est and sundry small debts hitherto over- 
looked, the parish was in debt to the 
amount of three thousand dollars on the 
first of last January, and that we have 
still eighteen hundred dollars of debt. 
And yet, with this drawback upon our 
prospects, the opinion is fully expressed 
that the parish has not been in so hopeful 
a state for a long time back. The attend- 
ance at Church is becoming more uniform 
and large ; and altogether, spiritually and 
temporally, the Church seems to be taking 
a deeper hold: on the minds and hearts of 
those who are brought within ber influ- 
ence. Though we must, under the most 
favorable circumstances, stagger along for 
some years under the still heavy burden 
of a debt, and make slow head against 
surrounding ignorance and bigotry with 
regard to the Church, yet, at no time 
since I have had charge of the parish, have 
we felt more like ‘‘ thanking God and tak- 
ing courage.” 


Sandersville, etc.—Rev. W. S. Rowe. 


SANDERSVILLE, April Ist, 1865. 

Now that the weather has taken a fayor- 
able turn, I have good congregations. Ow- 
ing, I regret to say, to the indisposition of 
our Bishop, we have not had the pleasure 
of having him among us this year. I have 
been preparing for confirmation. A num- 
ber of people in this neighborhood are 
drifting away into Evansville, which seems 
likely, at no distant day, to be to Indiana 
what Cincinnati is to Ohio, I regard my 
own mission as a kind of outpost to the 
Church in Evansville. Owing to the 
strength of Methodism here, I may not 
be able to secure many fresh converts. 
I, however, sow the seed, and I have good 
reason to hope that the clergy in Eyans- 
ville, where the Church influence is strong- 
er, will gather the fruit. I should think 
that at least a third of the new congrega- 
tion now started there, will be found in 
some way or other connected with this 
neighborhood. 


Lima, etc.—Rev. H. M. Thompson. 


Lima, April 1st, 1865. 


I have, since my last report, attended to 
the duties of my mission, and have had 
much to hold up my hands and gladden 
my heart. Our congregations are much 
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larger than they were three months ago, 
and I find that several of the leading men 
of the place have their minds turned to- 
ward the Church, who thus far have 
been connected with the sects around us. 
For the last two months these sects have 
been quarrelling, the one with the other, 
and the result is, that many attend the 
Church services instead of going to their 
own place of meeting, and of these, three 
individuals have applied to me for books 
of instruction on the Episcopal Church ; 
and I think they will soon seek to be built 
upon the one foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets ; that so they may have fel- 
lowship with them, in the body of Christ, 
which is His Church. I hope to be able, 
in my next, to say more. The leaven of 
the Church is working, and every thing at 
present gives promise that, ere long, the 
Church in this place will gather in a rich 
harvest of souls, who desire religious 
peace, and long for a holy resting-place. 


ILLINOIS. 


Kankakee City—Rev. Cc. H. Albert. 


Kankaxer Orry, March 14th, 1855. 


I recervep your letter of the tenth inst., 
and have to thank the Domestic Committee 
most heartily for reippointing me their 
missionary to this station another year. ' 

I think a brief sketch of the past his- 
tory of the parish and its present condi- 
tion may be interesting to the Committee. 
Kankakee City is located on Kankakee 
River and the east branch of the Illinois 
Central Railroad, fifty-three miles from 
Chicago. It is one of the newest towns 
in the State, and its growth has been re- 
markable. It is scarce ten years old, and 
yet contains at present a population of 
about five thousand inhabitants, and it 
continues its increase. The immense 
water-power of the river, together with 
the rich farming lands of Kankakee and 
adjoining counties, offered at a price fifty 
per cent lower than any other lands of the 
same quality and location in the State, 
bring a constant tide of wealthy and enter- 
prising settlers. On this account rents 
are very high in the town, and every 
house and cabin has its occupants, some- 
times two and three families in one build- 
ing. 

The Presbyterians and Methodists have 
each large and flourishing congregations 
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and comfortable houses of worship in the 
place. The Baptists have begun to build 
a church, which they design to be the finest 
and costliest, requiring to complete it from 
twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars ; 
while the Congregationalists, with a variety 
of other sects, such as the Protestant 
Methodist, German Methodist, German 
Baptists, Evangelicals, French Presbyterl- 
ans, Lutherans, Romanists, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Spiritualists, all have either 
churches and organized congregations, or 
are largely and often loudly represented in 
the religious population. In this respect 
our town is western. All creedsy sects, 
ideas, theories, prejudices, whims, infideli- 
ties, superstitions, and fanaticisms under 
the sun have here their advocates. 

Our parish was organized in the sum- 
mer of 1863, and is not yet two years old. 
Some years before, the Rey. Mr. Castleman 
held service here, but on account of pecu- 
liar discouragements he gave up the field. 
Afterward the Rey. Charles Williamson, 
the missionary of the ‘‘ American Church 
Missionary Society, New-York” to the 
French seceders from Father Chiniquy’s 
secession, held services at the request of 
the Church-people, and thus kept flicker- 
ing the elements of Church life. In Sep- 
tember, 1863, I took charge of the parish 
as its first Rector. 

A hall was rented in the third story of 
the Exchange Hotel, and fitted up in ap- 
propriate style for holding services ; and 
what with increasing congregations and 
growing interest on the part of the mem- 
bers of the Church and parish, it was 
soon concluded that a church was a neces- 
sity, and must be built. This necessity 
was talked over some months without 
calling forth decisive action, when last fall 
the liberal offer of an energetic layman of 
the parish, Mr. C., brought the talk to a re- 
ality. 

A meeting of the vestry was called, a 
subscription paper drawn up, which Mr. 
C. headed with the handsome figure of two 
thousand dollars, and Mr. W. §., senior 
warden, and two others followed with the 
sum of five hundred each, and another 
with four hundred. In a day or two nearly 
six thousand dollars were subscribed, and 
it was resolved to begin at once to build. 

A plan for a Gothic structure, eighty- 
five feet by thirty-two, including chancel - 
and porch, with stained glass windows, 
buttresses, vestry-room, and correspond- 
ing furniture and finish, was obtained from 
Mr. Wadskeir, architect, Chicago, a lot 
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bought in a central and desirable spot in 
the city, and the work commenced under 
the superintendence of Mr. T., junior war- 
den, a skilful master-builder of the place, 
who has carried it forward with energy, 
and much satisfaction to all parties. 

A few weeks since, a meeting of the 
building committee was called, for the 
purpose of examining the state of the 
finances, when it was found that about 
three thousand dollars were still needed 
to complete the building. A second sub- 
scription-paper was prepared, which Mr. 
C. headed with an additional fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, and this, together with other 
liberal sums from those who had given 
before, made up the sum required, with 
the exception of about seven hundred 
dollars. Above eight thousand dollars 
have been thus raised in the parish 
and city for the church, and it is expect- 
ed that by the first of May next, it will 
be ready for consecration. Persons of 
known taste, who have examined the 
building, have been pleased to say that it 
is second to none in the State, outside of 
Chicago, for beauty of architecture. 

All this has been accomplished by a 
new parish, numbering not more than 
thirty-five families, with some seventeen 
communicants. What we lack in num- 
bers, however, is made up by energy and 
love for the Church. With the blessing 
of the Great Head of the Church, a 
promising future is in prospect for the 
parish. As soon as we can occupy the 
church, and there is any encouragement 
to do so, the parish will declare itself 
self-supporting, and relieve the Committee 
of their kind care. 


{Wilmington etc.—Rev. E. De Wolf. 


Wirmineron, March 21st, 1865. 

Your very kind favor, notifying me 
that the Committee had decided to con- 
tinue me on their list of missionaries for 
the year 1865, was received some days 
since. Allow me, through you, to thank 
the Committee for this continuance of 
their great and almost indispensable aid, 
and to assure them, that with God's help 
I shall constantly and prayerfully endea- 
vor to prove a worthy recipient of their 
favor thus extended. 

I have been constantly at my post since 
my last report, and I thank Him whose I 
am, and whom I try to serve to the best 
of my ability, that He has granted me 
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health and strength equal to my day and 
duty. God has seemingly blessed my 
humble efforts, and both Church and Sun- 
day-school have increased considerably 
during the past few months. The former 
is increasing to such an extent, that on Sun- 
day morning we can scarcely accommo- 
date all who would be glad to come. Our lit- 
tle church is a plain wooden building, and 
we are beginning to talk quite sexiously 
about adding a recess chancel, so that the 
entire body of the church can be devoted 
to the accommodation of the congregation. 
Building a new church is out of the ques- 
tion at present, and this plan—while its 
execution will be easy and the expense 
light—will also for a time meet the grow- 
ing wants of the parish. Our Sunday- 
school has also increased from an average at- 
tendance of about twenty to between thirty 
and forty,and they (the scholars) are attend- 
ing Church better, and are learning to join 
in her services and to love her ways ; for 
all which, God be praised. 


Gillespie, etc.—Rev. T. W. Mitchell. 


Gittespir, April Ist, 1865. 


Since making my last report, there has 
been little in the shape of change, either 
at this or other points of my mission. Ow- 
ing to the almost impassable state of the 
roads, and the difficulty of having our new 
and beautiful little church sufficiently heat- 
ed during the extreme cold of winter, it 
was deemed expedient to suspend Sunday- 
school operations for a time. The attend- 
ance on Church service, however, has, with 
one or two exceptions, been good. It is 
manifest that here, as elsewhere, the Church 
and her services become appreciated as they 
become known. The lack of any available 
musical element in this congregation gave 
me some anxiety. This, however, we 
happily found in the persons of two 
young ladies whom we have lately ad- 
ded to our “‘little flock,” and the vestry 
have resolved to purchase a suitable in- 
strument at an early day, so that in future 
we shall have fresh unction and solemnity 
in that most important part of our service 
—praise. 

So intense has been the cold, or else so 
deep with mud and water has been the 
road from Gillespie to Bunker Hill, that 
your missionary only by great effort and 
exposure, has succeeded in keeping his ap- 
pointment every Sunday afternoon at the 
latter place. The good people there haye 
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marked their appreciation of this by their 
steady and uniform good attendance, and 
also by many valuable material tokens of 
their sympathy and affection. We have 
now a parochial organization, under the 
name of Christ Church, and a vestry.of 
six, with two wardens, all of whom are 
liberal-minded and energetic business men. 
In calling me to take charge of the parish, 
they offered (without any solicitation on 
my part) an increase of one hundred dol- 
lars in salary. The Church there contin- 
ues-to prosper beyond my most sanguine 
expectation. It requires but a very short 
time of nursing care, when I think it will 
become self-supporting and independent. 

Owing to the winter arrangements on 
the railroad, I have not been able to reach 
Litchfield on Sunday evenings. I have 
visited it, held service, and preached twice 
on week-day evenings, The meetings, how- 
ever, were not of an encouraging nature. 

Such is the character and calling of the 
people there, that unless there can be Sun- 
day-service, little good can be accomplish- 
ed. I am hopeful that the summer ar- 
rangements on the railroad will enable 
me to reach Litchfield on Sunday eyen- 
ings, as I did last summer. Services at 
such time will, under the blessing of God, 
issue in good. 


Illinois C. R. R.—Rev. J. W. Osborne. 


Curicaco, April Ist, 1865. 

During the past quarter, the service of 
the Church has been of a highly interest- 
ing character, especially at Bement, where 
I preach every alternate Sunday. There 
has been considerable increase in the popu- 
lation of Bement and the surrounding 
country. Very interesting families from 
the east and south have arrived, and the 
difficulty is in getting a place to board, or 
a house to live in, until they build and 
finish a house of their own. 


for the present. The Ladies’ Mite Society 
of my congregation at Bement meets 
every Thursday night, and their receipts 
average seven dollars per week. This fund: 
is for the purpose of aiding in the erection 
of the church-building at some future 
time. ‘Christ Church at Arcola, and 
St. Thomas at Selma, have been  seri- 
ously injured by the unfortunate war. 
We have lost a number of our best citi- 
zens from these two places, some of whom 
were communicants, and others members 


Two and ~ 
three families are occupying one house - 
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and supporters of the congregation. There 
are hearts of sadness bleeding there. I 
humbly hope and trust the controversy 
the good Lord seems to have with our na- 
tion will in mercy soon be brought to a 
close. 


WISCONSIN. 


Fox Lake, etc.—Rev. L. D. Brainerd. 


Fox Laxgr, April 1st, 1865. 

Since my last report I have been hold- 
ing regular services at Fox Lake and Mar- 
kesan.. Here, during Lent, I have four 
services a week. 

I expect, in a few days, at the request 
of the Bishop, to take charge of Wampun 
instead of Markesan, as it is some five 
miles nearer here than Markesan. As an- 
other clergyman has moved upon a farm 
near Markesan, and will attend to that 
place, the interests of the Church will not 
suffer. Wampun is quite an important 
place. The State prison is located there, 
and it has a large and rich country around 
it. It is rather important that a church 
should be built, and regular services kept 
up. 
The Bishop has given me’ permission to 
go east to collect money for a parish 
school-house this summer. Our Sunday- 
school is in a very flourishing condition, 
and the church is all out of debt. 


Stevens’s Point, etc.—Rev. Wm. Charles. 


Stevens’s Pornt, March 28th, 1865. 


Iam happy to be able to report, at the 
close of another quarter, that the Church 
work at this place goes on as prosperously 
as ever. Our good Bishop Kemper spent 
the second Sunday in Lent with us, when, 
during the morning service, he admitted 
the missionary to the order of priests, 
and at the evening service he administered 
the Apostolic rite of confirmation to a 
class of ten. The services, both morning 
and evening, were most solemn and im- 
pressive, and the church was, both times, 
filled to its utmost capacity by eager lis- 
teners. 

The Bishop visited our Sunday-school in 
the afternoon, and addressed: the children, 
all of whom seemed delighted with the 
Bishop’s venerable appearance, and listen- 
ed to this aged father in the Church with 
breathless attention. I feel that he left 
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us decidedly pleased with our success, and 
with the present prospects of the Church 
at this place, and leaving me, also, more 
deeply concerned respecting the welfare of 
our beautiful Zion in this town of much 
indifference and scepticism. Oftentimes 
my heart feels sad and sinking within me, 
seeing myself encompassed as I am with 
so much vice and corruption as are here. 
Yet I must confess, and this too with 
pleasure, that the Church’s influence on 
the people generally is happy and salu- 
tary. 

Our Lenten services, every Wednesday 
and Friday, are well attended by very de- 
vout worshippers, which I am informed is 
a new thing for the people of this place. 
This aspect of things in our favor at the 
present time is most cheering to me, infus- 
ing into my heart more of earnest zeal, 
life, and vigor for the accomplishment of 
the work which daily widens in its dimen- 
sions before me. ‘Thus cheered and en- 
couraged by witnessing even now some of 
the fruits of my feeble, imperfect efforts in 
the Lord, and confiding in that sure and 
immutable promise’ of the Master, ‘Lo, I 
am with you alway,” I go on steadily at- 
tending to my own duty, and striving to 
perform the great work the blessed Head 
of the Church has committed to my care. 


Oneida, (Indian.)—Rev. B. A. Goodnough. 


Oneipa, March 23d, 1865. 


All things at this Indian mission are, 
at the present time, in a prosperous con- 
dition; the usual Sunday and the extra 
Lenten services are largely attended, and 
most of my people manifest an earnest 
desire to attain eternal life. 

Bishop Kemper visited the mission on 
the twelfth of February, when eleven of 
seventeen candidates for confirmation 
renewed their baptismal vows in the rite 
of confirmation. The rest were prevent- 
ed by sickness or unworthiness. 

Three adults have been baptized dur- 
ing the last three months, and five whom 
J had counted even as lost have signified 
their desire to be received into the 
Church. 


Columbus, etc.—Rev. P. B. Morrison. 


Corvmets, April 1st, 1865. 
The past quarter has been one full of 
work, and the parish has advanced a 
greater step than in any single quarter 


® 


173 
since I came here to work. I have bap- 
tized two adults and four children. Two 


persons have been confirmed, and two 
couples married. The services have been 
uninterrupted during the whole time. 

The Bishop’s visitation was the third 
ever made to Columbus, and the second 
since your missionary came to this place. 
The visit was looked forward to with 
great interest by every one. A larger 
class had been prepared than ever be- 
fore; but we were to meet a sad disap- 
pointment. The most severe storm of 
the whole season raged that day, and 
very few were found brave enough to 
face it. But there is a providence in 
that, for we should hope to have the 
good Bishop at an earlier day than we 
otherwise would, as I have the nucleus 
of another class for confirmation. The 
Bishop was really surprised that so many 
were out that night, who were brave 
enough to face the storm. But though 
the storm raged furiously without, there 
was peace within, for never before was 
the service performed with so much fer- 
vor and devotion. Every thing seemed 
to conspire together to bring out the re- 
ligious feelings. The venerable Bishop's 
address to the candidates for the sacred 
rite was spoken of as being one of his 
very best efforts. The sermon, which 
was preached by the Rey. Mr. Hudson, 
of Portage City, was a masterly effort. 
The service was read in the most impress- 
ive manner by the Rev. Mr. Phelps, of 
Oconomowoc; and the part taken by the 
congregation was altogether devotional. 
The whole was calculated to impress one 
with the- beauty and holiness of the 
Church’s holy ways. The impression made 
by that service upon those who witnessed 
it will not soon be erased. 

We look forward with much hope for 
the coming season. This very day I re- 
ceived a letter from a lady (a communi- 
cant) who went east last fall, telling me 
of her intention to return in a very few 
days. 

The Sunday-school still continues to 
be a matter of interest. 

About a month ago the good people of 
the parish made us a donation visit, 
which was of very great comfort to us. 
This was the first ever made in the par- 
ish. Many of the little things that I 
have mentioned may be taken as evi- 
dence of the acceptableness of the mission- 
ary’s labors. They certainly are matters 
of encouragement to the missionary, I 
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hope that you may see still some evi- 
dence of interest in our holy work. 


Hudson, etc.—Rev. A. B. Peabody. 


Huntinepon, March 13th, 1865. 

I have to report, by the Lord’s permis- 
sion, that without any interruption I 
haye laboredin my missionary field for 
the quarter now nearly closed. 

Contrary to my expectation, I contin- 
ued to visit Prescott up to Quinquagesi- 
ma Sunday. For the reasons heretofore 
stated, I shall not regularly visit either 
that station or River Falls. <A very few 
of our people still remain at Prescott, but 
I learn that one family, who, as I sup- 
posed, were gone to a permanent resi- 
dence elsewhere, will return the coming 
spring. Of those that yet remain, one 
family, at least, are expecting to leave. 
I trust the Bishop will both feel disposed 
and be enabled to do something to sup- 
ply the few faithful that will be left. 

I now visit Hudson ‘every two weeks. 
Although the work meets with many dis- 
couragements, yet I shall, if permitted to 
continue ny endeavors, labor with much 
hope of building up the Church’s cause 
there. I say, if permitted. The Bishop 
now thinks I had better confine my labors 
to one point, and mentions my present 
place of residence. I shall plead to con- 
tinue, at least through this year, my ef- 
forts at Hudson. 

T still officiate as usual at Boardman. 


——*--o-¢—____ 


MINNESOTA. 


Owatunna, etc.—Rev. J. H. Babcock. 

: Owatunna, March 22d, 1865. 

I map intended to make a full report of 
Owatunna and Wilton now, but have not 
yet collected all the desired statistics, and 
so will defer such report until June. Suf- 
fice it to say now, that I am succeeding 


full as well as there was reason to expect 
a missionary would. 


Stockton, etc.—Rev. B. Evans. 


Srockton, March 29th, 1865. 
Our Sunday-schvols are going on no- 
bly ; attendance for the last three months 
far in advance of any months or years 


preceding: Our lack of teachers in the 
school at Minnesota City is a great draw- 
back to our usefulness and success. Our 
male superintendent has gone to the war, 
and our best female teacher has married, 
and will remove. Only two teachers re- 
main, and one of these is taken from 
Stockton every Sunday morning. . 

Some unnamed friend has sent me sev- 
enteen volumes of Sunday-schoo] library 
books for Minnesota City, and a donation 
of several ‘ Offices of Devotion” for the 
same school. May God bless them, and 
put it into the hearts of others to send 
us more! 

It is of no use for me to add my com- 
plaint of removals, enlistments, priva- 
tions, and discouragements. As I have 
grown old, I have become used to them, 
look upon them as matters of course, and 
say: ‘‘God’s will be done.” ‘ Work the 
present!” is our metto. And work we 
shall while the enfeebled ability lasts, 
God being our helper. 


Shakopee, etc.—Rev. E. P. Gray. 
SuaKoreE, March 31st, 1865. 


There has been some increase in the 
congregations since the date of my last 
report. I have been able to continue 


services regularly, théugh but once on a° 


Sunday, on account of weakness in my 
throat. Since the commencement of 
Lent, I have had two weekly services, and 
intend to have daily services during Pas- 
sion Week. One of the weekly services 
has been held in the evening, at different 
residences in the parish, with a cottage 
lecture, and has been well received, and 
apparently attended with good effects. 

The needs of the mission remain the 
same as last reported. 

A ‘‘five-cent collection” is in progress, 
the proceeds of which will be reported 
in my next. 


— 


Lake City, etc.—Rev. J. W. Shatzel. 

Laxe Orry, March 29th, 1865, 
Amid the prevailing ignorance of 
Church views, and the prejudices enter- 
tained in regard to them, so current 
among our population, it is very pleas- 
ant to meet, as I do frequently, those 
who share with us in our opinions and 
observances, who have -been educated 
abroad, and have only recently come in 
contact with our Church. I allude to 
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the members of the Swedish and kindred 
communions. When we find here and 
there, in stray and isolated spots in our 
prairies, families hardly able as yet to 
converse in English, who yet possess a 
regular liturgy, and are familiar with our 
annual round of holydays, and who, on 
being informed of our own part and lot 
in these things, manifest great pleasure, 
and extend us the right hand of fellow- 
ship, we feel that we are indeed one fam- 
ily in Christ, and that He is actively 
present here with us, notwithstanding we 
are so far removed from the associations 
of His Church in the east. And the 
truth comes home to us in all its power, 
that ere long, despite of so much sur- 
rounding indifference and infidelity, ‘‘the 
Lord will comfort Zion” in this western 
land, and “comfort all her waste places;” 
that ‘‘He will make her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of 
the Lord.” These Swedes always select 
out the ministers of our Church to. per- 
form their baptisms, etc., when their own 
are absent, and find much pleasure in 
seeing how nearly allied we are to them. 
Their service-book is very interesting ; 
and though those which I have seen are 
in their vernacular, I could trace in many 
parts the similarity of the services to 
our own. In their Collects, Epistles, and 
Gospels they are very like. In view of 
the strong efforts being made toward free 
intercommunication between the different 
branches of Christ’s true Church, the po- 
sition of the Swedish Church offers every 
thing to help on the work; and I would 
that the day might arrive, when the net- 
work of national dioceses might be as 
perfect, and as fully familiar in its work- 
ings to all, as it was in the ages of the 
Church’s strength and pyrity. 

I have little further to communicate in 
regard to our parish, beyond that of my 
last letter. We believe that God is with 
us. On His arm we rely, confident that 
He who has begun a good: work in us 
will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ. We need and ask the prayers of 
our brethren. 


St. Charles, etc.—Rev. J. H. Waterbury. 


Wiyona, March 31st, 1865. 
Notwithstanding the trials incident to 
this pioneer work of the Church, we are 
still trusting and hopeful. My health has 
been good, and I have accomplished, 


the Church. 
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with very little suffering, a considerable 
amount of travelling, though the winter 
has been long and tedious. I have offi- 
ciated alternately at St. Charles and Chat- 
field, administered Holy Eucharist three 
times, and baptized two adults and eight 
children. I have a class for confirmation 
in each place. The congregations have 
been unusually good, and the people seem 
encouraged to go forward in the work of 
The steps necessary to the 
organization of a parish at St. Charles 
have been taken, to be called ‘ Trinity 
Church.” Robert Stewart, formerly of 
the Holy Evangelists’, New-York, is of 
great assistance. An acre of land has 
been offered in this village for Church 
purposes, and there is hope of building a 
church this summer. At Chatfield, a 
new Prince’s melodeon has been pur- 
chased. The Sunday-school is thriving. 
The Free Church plan works well, and 
in time a thorough Church work will 
be established here. For ten years I 
have been sent by my Master on this in- 
itiatory kind of labor, and but for my 
dear wife and children, about whom anx- 
ieties will arise, I might be content. I 
shall probably remain in Winona, as liv- 
ing here is comfortable, and access to my 
stations in the country easy. 


Rochester, etc.—Rev. Chas. Woodward. 


Roonzster, April 1st, 1865. 


I am happy to be able to state that 
this parish continues to enjoy its usual 
prosperity, advancing steadily — however 
slowly —toward a settled and ultimately 
self-sustaining condition. 

The work upon the interior of the 
chapel, to which I alluded in my last re- 
port as then in progress, is now complete, 
the chapel being neatly and comfortably 
seated. The altar, chancel-rail, lectern, 
etc., are of black walnut, tastefully de- 
signed and finely wrought. 

I now hold two services here on Sun- 
days, instead of one as heretofore, and 
give my assistance to the Sunday-school, 
instructing a class of adult persons, as 
preparatory to confirmation. ; 

The past year has been the most trying 
of any that I have yet experienced, in the 
matter of my family support. Notwith- 
standing the considerate liberality of the 
Committee, I have been. much put to it 
to pay my way and continue my mission 
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work, and could not possibly have done 
so bat for the generous aid of unknown 
friends who haye extended me _ their 
timely assistance. J regret also to say 
that my health, usually good, is at pres- 
ent very seriously impaired, disabling me 
in a measure for duty, and giving myself 
and family some anxiety for the issue. I 
trust, however, that, by God’s mercy and 
blessing, it may be again soon restored. 


——_+60 


NEBRASKA. 


Nebraska’,City, etc.—Rev. I. A. Hagar. 


Nepraska Orry, March 27th, 1865. 


Untit February first I continued my full 
missionary work. At that time the Bish- 
op returned from the east, and finding me 
much broken down by overwork and ex- 
posure, took the most of my work, that I 
might rest and recruit my strength. I 
have continued to serve the parish here 
as my health permitted, and this being 
now much improyed, I trust soon to be 
actively at work again. 


——e @ e —— 


IOWA. 


Ottumwa, etc.—Rev. W. F. Lloyd. 


Orrumwa, March alst, 1865. 


I Feet that I have not very much to 
report for the quarter ending to-day, 
though much has occurred to encourage 
me in my work; and the reason perhaps 
is, that we are in the midst of many be- 
ginnings, none of which as yet amount 
to completions. 

Since the commencement of the Lent- 
en Fast, we have, of course, held extra 
services, namely, on every Wednesday 
evening, and on every Friday morning. 
On Ash Wednesday, both morning and 
evening services were held. Our sery- 
ices have been very regular since my last 
report, in both parishes, and generally 
well attended. The Sunday-schools in- 
crease in interest. On the first Sunday 
in Lent, I baptized one adult in St. Luke’s, 
Keosauqua; and on the second Sunday 
in Lent, I baptized four adults in St. 
Mary’s, Ottumwa. To-day I received 
into the Church four little ones, and 
marked them with the holy sign; mak- 
ing nine in all for the quarter—four in- 
fants and five adults. 

Our vestry have commenced in earnest 
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the church-building work. The lot, 
which, by the way, is one of the most 
beautiful locations in the whole town, is 
now graded, which work cost the parish 
one hundred dollars; and the contract 
for the stone-work being already made, 
we hope to see the foundation well and 
strongly laid ina few weeks. Our Bishop 
is to visit us in May, when he will (D. V.) 
lay the corner-stone. 


—— 2 6 e——_- 


DAKOTA. 


Yankton, etc.—Rev. M. Hoyt. 


Yankton, February 6th, 1865. 


I senp you by to-day’s maila circular of 
the Black Hills Exploring and Mining As- 
sociation. The perusal of it may interest 
you. I look uponitas a dispassionate and 
true statement of facts. If we succeed— 
and there appears to be a fair prospect of 
success—in directing the attention of the 
emigrants to Idaho and Montana to this 
route, it will be of vast benefit to our Ter- 
ritory. Ifthe Black Hills should be found 
rich in minerals and pine lumber, a few 
years will settle the whole of Dakota. 

Church matters are assuming a very 
favorable shape. We commence the erec- 
tion of a church edifice as soon as spring 
opens. We have already raised, by sub- 
scription, between one thousand and eleven 
hundred dollars, and shall increase it at 
least two hundred more, and if our present 
Territorial officers are reappointed, we will 
raise fifteen hundred dollars. 

We buildasmall church—twenty-five by 
forty-five feet—plain and unassuming, and 
intend to keep clear of debt. The build- 
ing which we put up for a church we have 
converted into a parsonage. We have fit- 
ted up, in a very comfortable manner, the 
Council-Chamber, of which we have the ex- 
clusive control, except when used for Unit- 
ed States business. 

We consider our Indian troubles at an 
end, and I hope that the Church’s and Ter- 
ritory’s progress will henceforth be onward. 


Yankton, March 15th, 1865. 


My appointments now are, the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month at Ver- 
million, at half-past eleven a.m.; the 
same days at Elk Point, fifteen miles dis- 
tant, at half-past three p.m. It is diffi- 
cult to say what will be the result of my 
labors at these points. At Vermillion 
there are no Church families, nor is the 
population of that class out of which it is 
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easy to gather a church. Still Tam told my 
congregation is as large, if not larger, than 
any of the ministers of the denominations. 
I trust that something may be effected 
there. At Elk Point I have my son and 
son-in-law—two families of the Church. 
This gives me at least a nucleus, around 
which to gather a church. 

The remainder of my time I give to 
Yankton. Here matters look favorable. 
In a former communication I stated that 
we proposed to build this present spring. 
We are expecting the Bishop to be pre- 
sent and lay the corner-stone the last 
of May. I conclude by saying, that Da- 
kota is looking up—prospects are bright- 
eping. It may be that the present year 
will not see realized all our hopes ; but the 
time is not distant when this will be the 
great thoroughfare for emigrants to Idaho 
and Montana, and then the Missouri 
slope will teem with a dense, vigorous, 
and enterprising population. Nothing will 
prevent this but another drought and 
grasshopper visitation. The latter seems 
to follow the former. 


——_—e 


LOUISIANA. 


New-Orleans.—_Rev. T. S. Bacon. 
New-Ortrans, March 24th, 1865. 


I was very glad to get a letter from you 
two days ago, and reply by the first mail. 

It was no small comfort and relief to 
me to find both you and the Committee 
‘taking a deep interest in the matter of our 
embarrassment. I am rejoiced, however, 
to say that I do think that there continues 
a steady though slow improvement in 
the state of the Church here—a drawing 
together of the long separated parts, and a 
movement toward entire resumption of 
communion by our estranged people with 
the Church in the North. ‘To this end I 
have given my chief thoughts and labor, 
and I trust not entirely without success. 
We have been holding a series of Sunday- 
evening services at St. Paul’s church, 
(where Rey. Mr. Guion regularly officiates, ) 
at which several of the clergy preach in 
turn a series of sermons on the “ Six Days 
of Creation.” I began the series, and last 
Sunday evening (the third day) we had 
four clergymen in the chancel, a sight that 
has not been seen here for nearly three 
years. f A 

I have assiduously cultivated the kind- 
est relations with all the old Louisiana 
clergy who are within reach, and all of 


~ 


ae 


them here are resuming their clerical 
duties, or ready to do so. Eyen the old 
Christ Church parish have petitioned for 
the restoration to them of their church, 
consenting to be recognized as belonging 
to the Church of the United States, and 
bound by its laws. Their request ought 
to be granted at once: the effect upon 
all our Church interests here would he 


excellent. 
——-* © o—___ ’ 


NEVADA. 


Carson City.—Rev. W. M. Reilly. 


Carson Crry, March 7th, 1865. 


Your favor of January sixth was re- 
ceived on Wednesday last. In behalf of 
St. Peter’s congregation, I thank the 
brethren who have so kindly contributed 
toward building a church in Carson. The 
thirty dollars which you inclosed is all 
that I have thus far received for that pur- 
pose. J am afraid, unless our brethren 
prove more liberal than they have hither- 
to, it will be along time before we can even 
begin to build a church. I can only labor 
on in faith, and pray that the good Father 
will open, in His own good time, the hearts 
and the hands of His people, and cause 
them to help us. 

So great is our need, and so much de- 
pends upon what is done, being done im- 
mediately, that I sometimes wish that I 
could go east, and in person present the 
claims of this field to those whom the 
Almighty has blessed with wealth and 
talents. I am still persuaded, notwith- 
standing the little interest which hitherto 
has been taken in this field, that the 
Church, as a whole, has not yet lost her 
missionary spirit—that there are many 
brethren who, if they fully knew our 
pressing wants, would not close their hearts 
against us. I wish that I could present 
the pressing needs of this wide field before 
the Church half as forcibly as they, day by 
day, present themselves to us who are here 
upon the ground. I feel assured that, if 
those brethren who are blessed with this 
world’s goods, and who have the glory of 
God at heart, only once thought of the 
hundreds and the thousands who are scat- 
tered through this State, who have no 
house of prayer, who have no opportunity 
of listening to the word of God, they 
would not only gladly help us to build 
churches, but also send out other mission- 
aries to labor with us in the work of win- 
ning souls for Christ. 
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As urgent an appeal as that which of 
old issued from Macedonia, now night and 
day goes forth from Nevada. ‘‘ Come over 
and help us,” were the words addressed 
to the Apostle of old; ‘‘Come over and 
help us,” are the words wherein the faith- 
ful of Nevada address their highly favored 
brethren to-day. Open your hearts and 
hands, and help us to get one or two self- 
sacrificing missionaries. Open your hearts 
and hands, and help us to build one or two 
plain churches. You have the men—you 
have the means. On the answer which 
you give, depends the future welfare of 
the Church of Christ in this great State. 

Cannot the Domestic Committee send 
out at least one zealous missionary ? 
There are many important towns and 
villages in the State in which divine serv- 
ices have never yet been held. A man is 
much needed to visit all those places, to 
collect the scattered children of the Church 
and preach the Gospel of Christ—to se- 
cure grounds whereon churches may be 
built hereafter, and thus pave the way for 
the local missionary whom you may send 
out at some future time. Such a man, I 
am convinced, could do much for the 
cause of Christ. But be sure, if you send 
any, to send a man who, like St. Paul, 
will endure all things for Christ’s sake. 
Whoever you may send will have to en- 
dure mavy hardships and privations. He 
will have to travel over rough roads by 
day and put up with still rougher fare, 
and perhaps at night have to spread his 
blanket on the floor of some miner’s hut 
for bisbed. Senda young man, and, if pos- 
sible, one not cumbered with the care of 
a family. Truly, “The field is white 

‘already to harvest ;” but alas! ‘ the labor- 

ers are few.” Oh! if our Christian breth- 
ren would only come nobly forward to 
assist us, what glorious fruits would be 
gathered into the garner of the Lord! 
Then might we all rejoice before the 
Lord “according to the joy in harvest.” 
The songs of praise and adoration which 
are raised by you on the shores of the 
Atlantic, would be echoed and reéchoed 
along the slopes of the Pacific. 

Though we are laboring under many 
difficulties here in Carson, still, thank God, 
the work is prospering. The congrega- 
tion is constantly increasing. I pray that 
the Almighty may bless those who have 
remembered this distant mission and given 
their mite to sustain it, and that He may 
lead others to do likewise. 
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CALIFORNIA. 


Santa Cruz, etc.—Rev. C. F. Loop. 


Santa Cruz, March 11th, 1865. 


Since I wrote to you in January, we 
have held our services in the new church, 
being obliged to give up the building which 
we had before occupied. The work- 
benches and _stagings have been unsightly 
objects in a place of worship, and in ab- 
sence of the heating apparatus the chilli- 
ness has often been disagreeable ; but still 
no complaints have been made. All who 
go there to worship under such circum- 
stances are deeply interested in the work 
which has been undertaken by the parish, 
and look forward with cheerful hearts to 
the consummation of our labors and the 
realization of our well-grounded hopes. 
We had some fears with regard to the con- 
eregation, when we decided to occupy the 
new building, but instead of diminishing, 
our number is considerably increased. 

The men are now at work varnishing 
the inside. The natural tints of the wood 
are preserved throughout. No paint or 
stain is used inside. In the roof and 
wainscot, with redwood and fir, we secure 
all the benefit and effects of the most skil- 
ful graining. 

Next week the masons will commence 
plastering, causing an interruption of our 
service for two Sundays. It is my inten- 
tion to spend the first Sunday, March nine- 
teenth, in Pescadaro, a place destitute of 
any religious service, about forty miles up 
the coast, and the following Sunday in’ 
Watsonville, the Presbyterian house of 
worship having been offered us for that 
day. If the windows come in time, we 
shall have the church finished, except the 
permanent seats, by Haster day. 

The Bishop of British Columbia only 
staid one day in San, Francisco. <A 
special service was held in Grace Cathe- 
dral. The different rectors of the city 
assembled as many of their candidates as 
could be found on such short notice, and 
all were presented in one class. Seventy- 
six persons were confirmed. : 


—+ @-4-——— 


OREGON. 


Eugene City, etc.—Rev. J. McCormac. 


Evcene Crry, March Ist, 1865. 
Inavereceived yours of January second, 
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with draft inclosed. I need hardly say I 
needed it. A friend of mine was kind 
enough to purchase it from me at par, 
which obliged me very much. My people 
here are very slow in the way of pecuniary 
aid, having paid me as yet for the last 
year only about one hundred dollars, out 
of nearly two which they subscribed. 

I have to use a good deal of management 

to get along, and yet when I compare my 
condition with that of others, I see great 
cause to be thankful. 
_ According to the Bishop’s appointment, 
Mr. Roberts is gone to Roseburgh, and is 
laboring there. ‘his takes Oakland and 
Roseburgh out of my hands for the pres- 
ent. I cannot say I rejoice much, however, 
at this, as [ fear it will postpone our church 
building at Oakland for the present. So 
Mr. Roberts himself thinks, on account 
of his own straitened circumstances, and 
the consequent additional call upon the 
people’s liberality. To see a little church 
go up in Oakland has been a very dearly 
cherished object with me; and now, with the 
means almost subscribed, if not altogether, 
to behold it fall through, I assure you will 
give me no little pain. God’s will, how- 
ever, be done. 

It is my intention to visit and preach 
at Harrisburgh, a little town upon the 
river about twenty miles below here. A 
communicant of our church, I learn, has 
just moved in there—one, too, baptized and 
confirmed here in St. Mary’s a few years 
since. 

One of our greatest difficulties in Oregon 
is, that we have so few to own us in new 
places. Other denominations of Christ- 
ians have their members everywhere, our 
Church hardly one anywhere. Nearly all 
the people here are western people, who 
have hardly ever heard of our Church. 

Our Sunday-school in this place is doing 
very well at present. We have about 
seventy-five scholars and six teachers. I 
have also a Bible-class, which I meet be- 
fore service on Sunday morning. 


I had a sudden call to the death-bed of: 


a very dear friend of mine, a Methodist, 
last week. A few hours before be breathed 
his last, I baptized by his bedside, at his 
request, his wife, who had formerly been a 
Universalist, and his son, a young man of 
excellent character, and a little adopted 
child some ten years old. 

It was a very solemn scene, and his last 
words to the little group after baptism I 
shall never forget—‘' Remember these 
vows.” 
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Perhaps I ought to add that he remem- 
bered me very kindly in his will, although 
his gift, being in the shape of land, will 
help me but little at present. Since my 
last report, too, I have preached the funeral 
sermon, and read the burial service of our 
Church, over Hugene F. Skinner, the found- 
er of this city, and the man after whom it 
isnamed. Mr. Skinner was a Universalist. 

About two weeks since I received from 
the collectors of the ‘‘five-cent subscrip- 
tion fund” eighteen dollars, which please 
deduct from my next payment. The lit- 
tle ones are busy still and doing well. Qur 
‘ sociables”” too, which we hold once every 
two weeks, are a great help. At one held 
a few weeks since, the ladies took in eleven 
dollars and seventy-five cents—enough to 
pay the paint bill of our church tower. 

The high water of 1862 took away a 
good part of our church fence, and this 
gap we must try to make up next by 
our “sociables.” 

Thus you see we are still alive in Eu- 
gene, and by the grace of God doing what 
we can. 


Roseburgh, etc.—Rev. I. F. Roberts. 


Roszsureu, February 27th, 1865. 

Arter writing you from San Francisco, 
we embarked on board the steamship 
Sierra Nevada, bound for Portland by way 
of Vancouver's Island. 

Nothing unusual transpired until we left 
Esquimalt, (V. I.,) and proceeded to cross 
the bar at the mouth of the Columbia 
River. Upon going out of the Straits of 
Fuca, and off Cape Disappointment, we 
encountered a terrible storm of wind, rain, 
and hail, which lasted about six days, and 
came nigh being. our destruction. But 
God sat high above the raging storm and 
guided us safely across the bar, and to 
our desired haven. We arrived at Port- 
land November twenty-ninth, and at Bish- 
op Scott’s November thirtieth, where we 
remained over the following Sunday, and 


held service in his little church. Bishop 
Scott gave us a warm greeting. I have a 


high opinion of his ministerial abilities, 
and hope to enable him to realize a reason- 
able success in my feeble labors. I have 
preached once or twice nearly every Sun- 
day somewhere, since my arrival. 

A few weeks since, Bishop Scott made 
up his mind to direct me to Roseburgh. 
I have preached five times since my ar- 
rival in this valley, to good congregations. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Tar Treasurer of the Domestic Committee acknowledges the receipt of the following sums from March 10th 


to April 17th, 1865, 


Maine. 

Portland—St. Luke’s,.....-22.. ..05 

Wew-Hampshire, 

West-Claremont—Union Church,..... 

Vermont, 

Burlington—&t. Paul’s,......-...+-+ $51 381 
East-Berkshire—Calvary, .........+ 7 25 
Montgomery—Union Ch.,.........+- 8 40 
Norwich—St. Barnabas,.... ......-- 1 50 

Windsor—st. Paul’s, for Oneida Indian 

Mission, $5.50; Thomas Fullerton, 
EER G ncagdidund au oossanogatan 85 50 

Massachusetts. 

Boston—Emmanuel, Mrs. Robeson, for 
Bp. Talbot’s Nebraska Mission,... 50 00 
Bib; PHONONS. 4.5 -scnc. su mehionerere 20 00 

Rhode Island. 

Bristol—St. Michael’s, Ladies’ Benevo- 
lent Society, for Bp. Vail, Kansas, 25 00 

Newport—trinity, for Bp. Vail, $50; 
8. 8., an Easter Offering, $10,... . 60 00 

Connecticut. 

Birmingham—St. James’,......-... 117 30 

Bridgeport —St. John’s, ‘M.,” $5; 
an Waster Offering, $5, BAS Rosner 10 00 

Hartford—Christ, $62.45 + a friend, for 
Church at Carson City, $25,...... 87 45 


St. John’s, five cent collection, one 
quarter, to April 1, $145; a mem- 
ber, for Ch. at Carson City, $25,. 170 00 
Middlefiela—st. LENE en aboctosgecce 5 50 
New-Haven—Trinity, Monthly Offer., 185 51 
Redding Ridge—Christ, 2 


Southport—Trinity,.............. -. 
Waterbury—st. John’s, of which Sp. 
for Nebraska, $183 34,........... 0S 84 
New-York. 
Albany—Holy Innocents,...........+ 27 59 
NGW-Y OVE—GIACE, co seicecos niacin ou 600 00 
Holy Innocents, 4 for Bp. Seabury 
IMIRSIOM Meciesistaeiceieticele «tea: 00 
St. Paul’s Chapel, of which $50 
from-Mre, EB. Wy Biyccc hi kaee see 914 81 
Transfiguration, a member,.,..... 5 00 
Oalvary ‘Chapel, «cisiecis bie sicresieisiae 3 00 
St MIChaeUs, <.5..16 savkinc asec oiee ae 11 75 
Potsdam—trinity, Miss L.A.Partridge, 10 00 


Western New-York, 
Geneva — A friend in Western New- 


York, for Ch, in Carson City,..... 25 00 
From a fr iend, for Ch., Carson City, 20 00 
Memphis—* H., 1g cei ee adhe 5 00 
New-Jersey. 
Chews Landing—st. John’s, ........ 15 00 
wJersey City—Grace, $5; a soldier of 
PHO OLOSS. GOs. css) casement 10 00 
Newtown—Christ,, Rolle stale ine eke 6 35 
Orange—Grace, W. Ee Watking, sti- 
pend of a Missionary,............ 800 00 
Pennsylvania. 
Brownsville—Christ, “Mrs. G.,.. .. 10) 
Carlisle—St. JOHD’S,. .ccccceccccccves 14 50 
Marcus Hook—St. Martin’s,......... 7 00 
Muncy—St. James’, a Lady, for Bp. 
Talbot's Mission, pace? soe IOpOA SIO 0 00 


$20 15 


4 00 


103 96 


70 00 


85 00 


901 93 


903 65 


50 00 


831 85 


Pittsburgh—Trinity, .......see-eee0s $103 76 
Philadelphia—st. Timothy’s, Roxbo- 
MOWS I eee moe seine rae sees ete 14 2 
‘Anonymous, for Rey. W. M. Reilly, eee 
Pottstown—Christ,.........serseeees m0 $195 84 
Maryland. 
Baltimore—st. Paul’s, in part,..... . 1ST %2 
Bt pa 8, additional from a mem- i 
wenb ence nn emcee tues seeees 100 00 
mee Wal Vaya recat eclseee tee 39 06 
Homeswood—Baltimore Co., Samuel 
Wyman, contribution Dom, Miss., 
Peymanentalandse sen eae steele 1000 00 
Nanjemoy— Durham Parish, Rey. 
Robt. Prout, $40; Mrs. Timothy 
Smith, $5; Mrs. Martha Mason, 
Ree onr at a oterin: (modec 50 00 
Pétersville—St. Mark's Parish, for the 
North= West, ga-ce tierce eee iiacl 10 00 
Washington, D. O—Ascension, 61 67 
Epiphany, a soldier, $5; colored 
person Sl8b. eee .eectas tea aes 6 85 
Talbot Co.—St. Peter's Parish, Easter 
five: CONUiCOMnacielawie sateen 49 50 1474 80 
Ohio. 
Ashtabula—sSt. Peter’s,............05 34 00 
Indiana. 
New-Albany—v. 8. Hospital, Rev. E. 
I. Purdy, 
PPIANCELON scale) axisicsais oes jestels © Soisie oe 8 50 
Bement—Atonement, 
Wilmington—Redeemer, 16 75 
Michigan, 

Ann Arbor—St. Andrew’s,........... 10 45 
Trentow—st. Thomas,.: .j2.-.00ss066 500 15 46 
Wisconsin. 

Bolose—St.. Paws, --.50% deck socuewse es 17 50 
ING EC I BED Nis One Usa anne 5 00 
Oneida (Indian) Hobart Church,.. 827 25 7% 
Missouri, 
St. Lowis—“ J. J. C.,” for Ch., at Car- 
SOn City, is oxic tes cteeecios tee eee 10 00 g 
St. John’s, a member, ........... 200 1200 
Florida, 
Key West—st. Paul’s, R. P. Campbell, 10 00 
Minnesota. 
Saint Qlowd—St. John’s,......-...-- 400 
Stockton—Trinity, 250 650 
Oregon. 7 
Roxwburgh—St. George,.............+- op ELROD) 
Eugene City—St. Mary’s, five-cent. 
GOL ite artes eeisitecens.. te leteigs oats 18 00 19 00 
Dakota. 
VOMRU ON, tonal pase ees ohne es asia a : 6 35 
Miscellancous. 
Mn Gevest, ariesictcistee sieisistecie vice eee erent 350 00 
POG all Rice eiavar sialon sine eae eee $4,645 00 


Amount previously acknowledged, 35, 744 55 


Total since Oct, 1, 1864, 


$40,390 55 


CorRECTION.—The sum acknowledged last month from Cambridge, Mass., should haye been credited to Cam- 


bridge, Md. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE 


Protestant Cpiscopal Church, 


MAY, 1865. 


BISHOP STEVENS’ SERMON ON BISHOP BOONE* 


WE give, this month, in the place of the usual amount of editorial matter 
inserted here, the “following extracts from the very able and excellent ser- 


mon of Bishop Stevens, on the life and labors of the late Bishop Boone : 


‘‘ APPROVED IN Curist.’’—Romans 16 : 10. 


“Suc was the praise which St. Paul bestowed upon Apelles. High praise this, if 
it had come simply from a fellow-Christian ; higher, coming from an Apostle; highest, 
as the utterance of the Holy Ghost. Who Apelles was, we know not. The old Church 
traditions say that he was a Bishop ; but whatever his rank, he was a Roman Christian, 
whose life was so in harmony with the Gospel as to warrant an Apostle to give him that 
praise which condenses in three words the highest eulogy that can be passed on man. 

“As applied to Apelles, the phrase meant that he had been tried and found trust- 
worthy ; and it is in this sense that I design to apply it to him whose life and services 
this sermon is designed to commemorate. I stand before you, at the request of the 
Foreign Committee of the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church, to 
deliver a memorial discourse on the Right Rev. Dr. Boone, the first Missionary Bishop 
to China. 

“The man, and his work, are both remarkable—the man, as possessing qualities of 
heart and mind which would have given him eminence in any field; and the work, as 
being the nearest in character to that of Him who left the abodes of heaven that he 
might seek and save the lost on earth. 

“‘T come, therefore, to present, for your consideration, the character of one who may 
well be designated as ‘A Man or Gop, APPROVED IN Curist.’” 


TWO STUDENT-FRIENDS BECOME BROTHER-BISHOPS. 


“Many years ago, in the city of Charleston, South-Carolina, two medical students 
were drawn together by peculiar circumstances, which caused each to feel a strong 


*A Man or Gop Arproyep 1x Curisr! A Sermon commemorative of the Life of the Rt. 
Rev. William Jones Boone, D.D., Missionary Bishop to China. Preached in Calvary Church, 
New-York, January 29th, 1865, by William Bacon Stevens, D.D., Assistant Bishop of the Dio- 


cese of Pennsylvania, 
o 
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interest in the other. One, and the younger, was attending his first course of medical 
lectures in that city, having recently returned from an absence of over two years, travel- 
ling in foreign lands and seas in search of health, in the course of which he had spent 
some months in China. The other had recently been ordained to the ministry, and 
was then preparing himself, by medical studies, to go as a missionary to China. This 
fact drew together these students ; and though one was a layman and the other a cler- 
gyman, yet both loved the same Saviour, both had hearts that went out in sympathy 
for the heathen, and hence they loved to walk together, and talk of that strange land 
from which one had recently come, and to which the other was speedily to go. Little 
did that younger medical student then think that he woukl ever be a minister of the 
same Church of his elder companion; little did either of them imagine that each 
would be a Bishop in the Church of God; or that, twenty-seven years after they left 
those college halls, the younger student would be called upon to preach the sermon 
that should commemorate the life and labors of his brother-student and brother Bishop, 
William Jones Boone. This youthful acquaintance with Bishop Boone ripened into a 
life-long friendship, and enables me now to speak of him with the eye of a careful ob- 
server, with the heart of a devoted friend.” 


BISHOP BOONE’S LOVE FOR THE MISSIONARY WORK. 


“His love of his missionary work was intense. From the time that he gave himself 
to Christ for service in heathen lands, to his death, he never faltered in his zeal and 
perseverance—never tired of the work; but, with an ever-growing consciousness of the 
importance of it, he gloried in spending and being spent in the holy service. He wan- 
dered off into no side-paths. He had no by-ends to serve. His eye was single; his 
aim was single; and, guided by faith, nerved by hope, impelled by love, he pressed 
toward the mark for the prize of his high calling, ever looking unto Jesus. He no 
more doubted that the Sun of Righteousness would, through missionary instrumental- 
ity, shine on China, than that the next day’s sun would rise in the east. 

““Unquestioning belief in God’s word, unfaltering obedience to God’s command, unwa- 
vering hope in God’s promises, and unfailing love to God, were the controlling elements 
of his life, and made him an eminently faithful missionary, and an eminently godly 
man. So intensely active was he, even when, by reason of sickness and debility, he 
might well claim repose, that it seemed as if his motto was: ‘Wist ye not that I must 
be about my Father’s business ?’? To such an extent did he carry this, that, when 
unable to preach, he would place one of the missionaries, or the native Deacon, Chai, 
in the pulpit, while he would stand at the street gate, and ask the people, as they 
passed by, ‘to turn in and hear the doctrine of Jesus,’ declaring that ‘he had rather 
be a door-keeper in the house of God than be altogether Jaid aside.’ ” 


HE WAS PRE-EMINENTLY A FOUNDER. 


‘Has his life been spent in vain? Has his been a thwarted effort and a worthless 
work? I answer, no! emphatically, no! Hé first effected.a lodgment for our mis- 
sion at Macao, at Amoy, at Shanghai. He first brought our Church face to face with 
the philosophy and the idolatry of China. He baptized the first native convert, mar- 
ried the first Christian couple, buried the first Christian dead; according to the ceremo- 
nies of our Church, He laid the corner-stone and consecrated the first Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in China, celebrated the first holy communion, administered the first rite 
of confirmation, admitted the first native as a candidate for holy orders, ordained the 
first native to the Diaconate and Presbyterate, in accordance with the rubrics and can- 
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ons of our Church. He established the first school for boys, and the first for girls, in 
connection with our Church. He aided in revising the first translation of the Holy 
Scriptures into the book-language of China and the vernacular of Kiang-su ; prepared 
the first translation of the Prayer-Book into the colloquial tongue, and was the first to 
introduce our Liturgy into the native Church; and for nearly twenty years he was our 
first and only Missionary Bishop east of the Euphrates, 

‘Thus was he preéminently a rounper. But how much had he to bear, and to learn, 
and to do, before he could be even a founder! 

“He had scarcely any thing prepared for him, neither did he build on another man’s 
foundation. He began at the beginning, and by years of toilful study, through months 
of tropic heat and burning fever, amidst intense physical suffering and family afflictions, 
during periods of war, and rapine, and anarchy, he faithfully laid his foundations, and 
piled up one course of Christian magonry on another, until the great Master-builder 
called him from toil to rest, and from suffering on earth to the bliss of Paradise. So 
far, then, from Bishop Boone’s work being either worthless or a failure, it was great 
and successful.” 


COST OF THE MISSION, 


“Since our mission to China began, in 1835, some thirty-four persons have been ap- 
pointed missionaries. Of this number eleven have died, twelve have returned sick or 
disabled, and six are still in service. The cost of the mission to the Church, from 
the beginning, has been, deducting the present value of the mission premises, about 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or about what it costs our country to carry 
on the present war every three hours! 

“That is to say, a mission of our Church to China, covering thirty. years of labor, 
and occupying thirty-four laborers, and resulting in establishing boys’ and girls’ 
schools ; in founding churches; ia revisions and translations of the Bible, and Prayer- 
Book, and religious tracts; in gathering several score into the communion of the 
Church ; in originating a native ministry, and in scattering abroad millions of pages 
of Divine truth, like leaves from the tree of life, for the healing of the nations—all 
this work and all these blessed results, the full worth of which will not be known until 
the day of judgment, has been done by the Church at what it costs to keep up this 
war just one eighth of a day! 

“Yet men talk of waste, and failure, and abandonment! Tell me, ye men of faith, 
and hope, and prayer, as ye survey the promises on the one hand, and the work done 
on the other, is it a failure? ‘Tell me, ye ransomed Chinese, who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus, in full and joyful hope of a glorious resurrection, is it a failure? Tell me, ye 
departed missionaries, who are now in the Paradise of God, as you survey your work 
from the stand-point of eternity, is it a failure? And thou, O holy Saviour! thou 
first creat missionary, who gavest the commission to preach and the spirit to go—thou 
who didst give thy blood in atonement for China, as for Judea—oh! tell us, from thy 
throne of glory, is this mission a failure? Has it brought in no revenue of praise to 
thee ? 

“ And hark! Iseem to hear the response of the mission-loving men of the Church 
on earth: ‘There is no-failure where souls are saved and Christ is preached.’ I 
catch the words of the departed Chinese: ‘That is not a failure which plucked us 
from the miry pit of heathenism and planted us in the Paradise of God.’ I hear the 
reply of the sainted missionaries: ‘Christ has owned our work. Press on; falter 
not, for Jesus will give you victory.’ And that blessed Jesus answers our appeal 
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with the assurance: ‘Fear not, little flock; it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. China shall yet be redeemed through the mission work of the 
Church of God.” 


WE MUST GO ON WITH THE WORK. 


“T pray you, brethren, in God’s name, do not recede in the work which you have 
begun. 

‘By the little band of missionaries still in China, and by the noble band of those 
who have labored there, and are now in the Paradise of God, I beseech you, go not 
back! By the schools and scholars, the churches and communicants, the press 
and.its pages of truth and light, I pray you, falter not in your onward course! 

‘“‘The honor of our Church, sacredly pledged to sustain and carry on to final success 
the work inaugurated in China and Japan, forbids hesitation or delay. The claims of 
the millions in China who have never yet had the Gospel preached, forbid your with- 
drawal. The glory of Christ, who has honored you by using you as instruments for 
the spread of His truth, forbids retreat. If it was heroism to begin when nothing had 
been done, it would be cowardice to hesitate now, after thirty years of toil expended 
on the field. 

‘The moral forces of the Protestant world, represented by over twenty societies, and 
over one hundred and ten missionaries, distributed in forty mission stations, are gath- 
ering along the sea-coasts and the rivers’ banks, and pushing out their pickets six hun- 
dred miles into the interior; and when the battle is thus being set in array, and the 
stores and munitions of this spiritual war are a thousand fold increased beyond what 
they were when the mmission of our Church first planted itself at Amoy, shall we beat 
a retreat? To draw off our force now—to abandon our schools, our churches, our 
catechists, and our pupils now—would be to exhibit a lack of faith in God’s word, a 
lack of love to Christ, a lack of courage to dare, and a lack of self-denial to endure, 
such as would disgrace us in the forefront of the world; and, as the friends of the 
great missionary societies pointed to us in scorn, might they not say, ‘This great 
American Apostolic Church began to build the Church of Christ in China, but was 
not able to finish’ ? 

“Let it not be said, that we, who went forth to plant in China the tree of life, have 
only left behind us a tombstone, to record the death of the noblest mission work in 
which the Church has engaged. 

“Let the call go out for more men to fill up the ranks of the mission hosts; let the 
means be freely given, to carry on this warfare with idolatry and sin ; let another lead- 
er, clothed with Episcopal power and with apostolic zeal, be commissioned as the stand- 
ard-bearer on this distant field; let new points be occupied, new forces be set in ac- 
tion ; and, above all, remembering that it is ‘not by might, not by strength, but by 
my Spirit,’ let us address ourselves more earnestly to God, to go forth with our hosts ; 
to endow them with a Pentecostal baptism; to inspire them with the fire of Christ- 
ian love; and then, with a new missionary Bishop, standing, as on the hill-top of 
China, with the rod of God in his hand, and with hands uplifted, and held up by the 
Aarons and Hurs of the Church, the clergy and the laity, the forces of Christ shall. 
prevail against the Amalekites of China, and the Church shall again set up a me- 


morial pillar to commemorate its triumph, and inscribe on it the talismanic words, 
JEnovAnH Nisst.” 
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A Visit to the Two Interior Stations, 
BY REY. C. C. HOFFMAN. 


Carr Parmas, February 7th, 1865. 

Rey. anp Dear Broruer: I am thank- 
ful to report my family and myself as well. 
God is very gracious to us. I have just 
returned from a missionary journey of one 
hundred and twenty miles interior. I was 
absent sixteen days; travelled about two 
hundred and fifty miles on foot, with the 
exception of thirty miles on the Cavalla 
River, when I took a canoe. I preached 
in eight different tribes and in a large num- 
ber of towns. I was kindly received, and 
felt it to be a great privilege to proclaim 
the Gospel, and to be a witness for Jesus, 
in many places where He was unknown 
and the Gospel unheard. I enjoyed excel- 
lent health, and returned feeling strength- 
ened both in body and soul. 

In company with Edward Neufville, John 
Burrows, and David Morris, Christian na- 
tives, and four men who had things to 
carry, we started on Thursday, the nine- 
teenth. We spent the night at Rocktown, 
at the Mission House, with Mr. Siss and fa- 
mily. On Friday, the twentieth, we start- 
ed at seven a.m., reached Sorebe at ten, 
rested and preached, and arrived at Plibo 
in, the afternoon, where we spent the night. 


ARRIVE AT BEULAH, 


On Saturday we took an early start, and 
arrived at Beulah, our half-way station, in 
the afternoon. Here we spent the Sabbath. 
On our way we were overtaken by Mr. 
Kinckle, who was going to his station on 
the Cavalla River; we were glad to have 
him for our companion, and on the spot 
where he met us, on the borders of a forest, 
a hill-side where travellers are accustomed 
to rest, there we sang together the ‘‘ Bene- 
dictus,” and there we sought the divine 
blessing and protection. A beautiful 
stream of water flowed beneath the hill; 
we stopped to drink, and passed on our 
way together. On parting, Mr. Kinckle 
promised on Monday to send a canoe to 
meet us at Wesse, on the Cavalla. On the 
afternoon of my arrival at Beulah, I preach- 
ed in three neighboring towns, one about 
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four miles off. Returning from this, we 
were caught in a violent storm. We reach- 
ed the town we had left, in safety, though 
very wet, just at dark. 

Sunday, January 22d, was passed at the 
native town. After our morning prayers, I 
preached in the town, and we then went to 
three neighboring ones, where we preached. 
We returned to breakfast ; we had scarcely 
finished before the arrival of Mr. Minor and 
family was announced. He had hurried on 
from Plibo, where he had heard that I lad 
passed the day before, and thinking J 
would need his services on Sunday, he 
came on to meet me. 

In the afternoon we went over to the 
native house, which the people had built 
for him. A number of the people accompa- 
nied us, and we held service in the new 
building. We had prayer and praise, and 
Mr. Minor and myself made addresses. 
Thus commenced our station at Beulah. 
Again, in the evening, we had a service in 
the town, around a fire before the head 
man’s house. 

Monday, 23d.—We started early for the 
river, and after a walk of three hours 
reached the town of Wesse. Mr. Kinckle 
sent a canoe and paddles, and about noon 
we left the town for Tabo Station. We ar- 
rived about five p.m. Spent the night there. 


MEET A LITTLE COMPANY OF CHRISTIANS. 


It was pleasant to meet a little company 
of Christians and their children at even- 
ing and morning prayer— Mr. and Mrs. 
Kinckle, Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins, and Mrs. 
Bryant, with their children. They live ona 
high bluff, which rises from the river, and 
commands a fine yiew. ‘The next morning, 

Tuesday, 24th, I started off with Mr. 
Kinckle to visit the towns. I preached in 
three, the most distant being about a mile 
and a half off. On our return, I examined 
the school boys, (six,) had morning pray- 
ers, took breakfast, and left at noon. I 
arranged with Mr. Kinckle that he and the 
Christians should come up to Bohlen, on 
Thursday evening, for the communion, and 
on Friday he should accompany me on a 
missionary journey through the Tebo tribe, 
to whom he was accustomed to speak the 
word of God. So we parted. On our way 
up the Cavalla we stopped at Dedebo, to 
visit the old head man, who, on a previous 
visit, had given up one of his greegrees. I 
was glad to find him at his house, and 
spent half an hour with him and his fam- 
ily. He received my word attentively, and 
said he prayed to God. On asking him 
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for what he prayed, he replied: “ That 
God would do him good, that he might not 
witch any body, and that he might have a 
long life!” I reminded him of the infirm- 
ities of age and its sorrows, and of the 
joys of God’s place. Yes, all was true 
that I said about God’s place, but he did 
not want to go there yet. 


ARRIVE AT BOHLEN. 


Tt was after sundown before we reached 
our Janding, and dark when we arrived at 
the station. We received a kind welcome 
and refreshing comforts. 

Wednesday, 25th, was a rest-day, except 
that I went to the large town of Nitia in 
the afternoon, and preached to about thirty 
persons, and set things in order at the sta- 
tion. 

Thursday, 26th.—In the afternoon I went 
to Picke and Fii, preaching in both towns. 
In the evening read the evening service, 
and administered the Holy Communion to 
fifteen persons, among whom was a stran- 
ger from Egypt, Mr. A. He had expected 
to have joined Captain Burton in an ex- 
ploring expedition in the interior, but as 
yet Captain Burton has not arrived from 
England. It was very blessed at this 
far off station thus to draw nigh to God. 
All the Christians from Tebo joined us at 
the Communion. The next morning start- 
ed with Mr. Kinckle on our missionary tour. 


REACH CAPE PALMAS VERY MUCH FATIGUED. 


On reaching home last Saturday, having 
been walking+from half-past five o’clock 
in the morning till half-past seven at night, 
with three hours’ rest, I was, as you may 
suppose, exceedingly tired—my men equal- 
ly so. I met one of the Christians of the 
village on his farm, who assisted me, ‘and 
for half a mile carried me on his shoulders. 
Fatigue brought on fever, but it was only 
the fever of fatigue. It passed away before 
the next morning, and on Sunday I preach- 
ed, administered the Holy Communion, 
attended the Missionary meeting at the 
Sunday-school, and also the Missionary 
meeting of the church at night, and up to 
the present hour have health and grace for 
the discharge of my duties. So the Lord 
helps and strengthens me. ‘“ He girdeth 
with strength. He maketh my feet like 
hind’s feet. He teacheth my hands to war, 
so that a bow of steel is broken by my 
hands. He giveth me also the shield of His 
salvation ; and He hath enlarged my steps 
under me, that my feet slip not!” TI bless 
His name for grace and strength. 
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Journal of the Rev. ©. 0. Hoffman. 


Iy the following journal the Rev. Mr. Hoff- 
man narrates the incidents which attended a 
missionary tour which he made from Bohlen 
still farther into the interior than what that 
station is. 


January 27th, 1865, Friday.—Started at 
eight a.m. for Tabo. Reached the river at 
the falls at twenty minutes to nine. Oh! 
what a sight of beauty! At the foot of a 
high hill, shaded by forest trees, the roots 
of which form steps of ascent, I am seated. 
A beautiful fall is before me, with a succes- 
sion of rapids, and the water is rushing 
over the rocks with unceasing music. At 
the foot of the falls the river widens. Here 
and there is a rocky or a verdant island. 
Beyond is the high hill of Panh. Two little 
canoes take us across. I have just sent 
two of the men in one and one in the 
other; they would hold no more. We 
neéd and will have the good care of the 
Lord. 

The falls remind me of the Trenton, 
only here the river is parted by three or 
four verdant islands, the white foam con- 
trasting beautifully with the rich green. 
The canoes returned after. an hour’s ab- 
sence, and the men reported they were too 
small for the remainder of the party to 
venture; that we must go down the stream 
a mile or so to the other landing, which we 
have just reached. The path thither was 
through the bushes and woods, and very 
little travelled. We see the three men 
who crossed above on the opposite shore, 
awaiting us. Our little canoes have not 
yet arrived, but our guide says they are 
coming. Their sense of hearing is very 
acute. 

Oh! the canoes have passed the place, 
and are now returning. ‘he river is more 
narrow and the waters more quiet than at 
the falls. 

Carbo Country.— Reached Sora Do-ba 
(Cassada Hill) at half-past eleven. About 
fifty people gathered to look at me. A 
“Kobo” was a wonderful sight. The 
people listened attentively. We only staid 
half an hour, during which time I was 
preaching beneath a tree. On we pressed, 
and after a walk of one and a half hours, 
reached Watu. 


LABORS AND INCIDENTS AT WATU. 


I was again “‘ the observed of all obsery- 
ers,” especially by the women, most of 
whom had never seen a white man before. 
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After a kind reception, all gathered around 
me; two or three began to pick the burs 
and briers off my clothes. Having rested, 
I told them, if they would all be seated, I 
would speak to them the words of God. 

It was very sweet and precious to stand 
up before seventy poor blinded men and 
women, and speak to them of the words of 
eternal life through Jesus our Saviour! 

Mr. Kinckle followed me in an earnest 
address. Having finished, I kneeled in 
their midst, and asked God to open their 
hearts to receive the truth, forgive their 
sins, give them His Spirit, and help them 
to believe in Jesus. So I do always. After 
we had finished, they were very desirous 
we should remain, and as the next town 
could not be reached, they said, before 
dark, we concluded to remain. 

The head man, Dué, is absent, but two 
of his sons have each presented me with a 
fowl, which they are now having prepared 
for our dinner; so God takes care of us, 
and blesses us. 

I find the far interior people more kind 
and hospitable than the beach people—far 
more simplicity of manners. One trouble 
we have, bowever, is, to get away from 
them. ‘They are anxious to have us remain 
and pass some time with them. It would 
surely be well to do so, but (alas! for 
the buts) my pressing duties at the Cape 
demand my return. Truly, the work is 
great, the harvest plenteous, but the Zabor- 
ers, how very few! What are we among 
so many ? 

Evening.—\am seated on my blanket in 
a hut not ten feet in diameter. A candle 
rests on a fire-brick, and the embers are 
smoking beneath it. Two of my men are 
stretched on the floor for sleep. The door 
is filled with faces, watching us. The sad- 
dest cries are heard through the town. 
The news of the death of one of the 
people has just reached them. ‘Na yu! 
na yu!” (my child! my child!) is utter- 
ed with bitterness. It was well that we 
remained, for we have had a most interest- 
ing afternoon. The whole time has been 
spent in preaching and conversation. The 
head man, Duc, suid he saw the uselessness 
of greegrees, and was determined to give 
them up. We haye had large and atten- 
tive congregations. In the evening, I had 
observed a fire kindled in town, and asked 
the reason. I was told a wild animal had 
been killed and eaten that day, therefore 
they kindled the fire for the devil (Ku) to 
warm himself by, thus acknowledging him 
as the giver. No dogs are allowed in this 
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town; they have been forbidden by the 
doctor. 

Carbo, Saturday, Jan. 28th.—W e rose at 
half-past five, read the lessons to the men, 
and offered prayer in thé hut with them, 
took a cup of coffee, and started at a quar- 
ter-past six. 

TOWNS. 


INCIDENTS AT THREE OTHER 


Tabo.— After a walk of three quarters of 
an hour, reached Bletu. Doluyu is the 
head man’s name. Preached to about sey- 
enty people. Left about half-past seven. 
Soon passed a beautiful waterfall of the 
river Dolu. We have turned from the 
north-east, and are now going east, to a 
small town called Soto. 

Reached Soto at ten minutes of eight. 
Met one of the old men in the path. When 
he saw me, he stretched out both hands, 
throwing away his gun. He rested his 
hands on my shoulders. He had heard of 
white men, but never seen one. Here we 
only met women and children. The men 
are all away in the bush. So we spoke to 
about fifty of them the words of life, and 
passed on. 

Our course is now south-east for three 
quarters of an hour, till we reach Grabu, a 
town of about six hundred inhabitants. 
We stop for breakfast, but first declare to 
the wondering people the message of love. 
At least one hundred have gathered around 
me. One had climbed up into a tree, and 
many of the children are on the shoulders 
of their fathers. One dear little boy, with 
his legs around his old father’s neck, pre- 
sents such an interesting sight. The old 
man is listening attentively. Now our 
service is over. Kinckle and myself have — 
both spoken. The people seemed much 
interested, and kept silence, while I stood 
and begged God to bless the words spoken. 

As soon as all was over, the head man’s 
wife, a very fat old woman, presented me 
with a fowl in the name of her husband, 
which, as usual, [ requested her to kill for 
us. Took breakfast, and left at twelve. 
The head man, Babi, gave me some palm 
wine. Arrived at Nabatchie at halfpast 
one p.m. We heard the voice of weeping 
before we entered. A man had died, and 
they were about to bury him. We went 
to the head man’s house. The people gath- 
ered. God enabled us to speak, I believe 
with power. Kinckle followed, and I offered 
prayer. About fifty people heard us. After 
a little conversation we left, to return to 
the large town we had before been in, to 
pass the Sabbath. The road is very rough, 


188 


up and down hills, over streams. Fallen 
trees and logs obstruct our path. We have 
stopped in the midst of the woods to rest. 
Kinckle has selected the one hundred and 
ninety-fifth and the ninth hymns, so beau- 
tiful and appropriate in this magnificent 
temple of God’s works. We again resumed 
our journey, and, on reaching the town, 
were received by the old man with kind- 
ness and gentleness. He gave mea seat 
near him. Opposite was a fierce-looking 
doctor and his wife, and next an old man 
and-his son from a distant tribe, (Trebo.) 
I talked to the old man for some time, and 
was greatly pleased with the simplicity of 
his manners, and the apparent readiness 
with which he received the lessons of di- 
vine truth. After talking about fifteen min- 
utes, the head man called me to his house, 
where I found the ground swept clean. 
The old man followed, and gave me a seat 
on his mat, and begged me to tell him 
more of God’s things. I told him I was 
glad always to do so, that for this purpose 
I had come to his country. _ For an hour 
I sat on his mat and talked of the creation, 
deluge, etc. I trust the Lord will bless 
the truth. Christ crucified is the great 
thing I have to set before him. 


SUNDAY AT GRABUTOWN. 


Tabo, Grabutown, Sunday, January 
29th.—Rather a restless night, as the hut 
had two fires in it, and was close, ten or 
twelve persons sleeping in it. Such crowds 
always surrounded me, and I could not 
take my needed bath, but the ‘‘ house- 
mother,” at the crowing of the cock, sent 
word to inquire if I wanted warm water. 
This was very kind and thoughtful, really. 
When the people were up, I was washed 
and dressed for Sunday. John brought me 
coffee and a mouldy biscuit, (which I bad 
brought hot from home.) So I sat outside 
of the hut, once again surrounded by a 
crowd of men and children. The head 
man sent for his chair of state and sat by 
my side, so I gave him a piece of the roll 
and some of the coffee. These he took, part 
himself, and divided the rest with some of 
the people. 

An hour was passed in conversation with 
individuals who wished to talk. We then 
sang, and addressed the people for another 
hour. We had an interesting service. We 
had had our morning prayers before in the 
hut, in the midst of a crowd, when the col- 
lect, epistle, and gospel were the subject of 
conversation. 

Taking a walk through town, a man by 
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the name of Sia called us to his house, and 
offered us some palm wine. From him and 
his company I got some interesting in- 
formation in regard to the country. It 
seems, that there is a river, called Nickbar, 
eight days off, which communicates with 
the ocean, and at ten days’ travel one 
reaches a large lake, too broad to see 
across ; it is called Nubah. This man, Sia, 
is a slave-trader. He goes interior, buys 
slaves, and sells them on the beach. The 
lot of the slave here is a comparatively 
easy one—he is as one of the family. We 
had an evening service, : 

Monday, January 81st.—Left Grabu at 
six o’clock in the morning. Repeated to 
the men the fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and seventeenth chapters of St. John and 
the one hundred and third Psalm, then our 
texts. At ten minutes past seven we pass- 
ed the Nehbor River. On its banks we 
chanted, ‘‘ Blessed be the Lord God of Is- 
rael,” etc., and stood and prayed to God, 
and blessed His name. ‘‘ All thy works 
praise thee, O Lord, and Thy saints give 
thanks to Thee!” 


INCIDENTS AT DUBO. 


Arrived at Dubo, in Tabo, at forty min- 
utes past seven. Spoke the word on our 
arrival to about forty, chiefly women, (the 
men being away on their farms,) and then 
waited for them to cook our breakfast. 
The old head man, Sede, is absent, and his 
wife has presented me with a fowl for 
breakfast. So God daily provides for us. 
Yesterday was very hot, but to-day is cool 
and pleasant, from the hard rain we had 
last night. It was very delightful this 
morning; nay, there was something like 
sublimity, as we stood in a clear place in 
the forest, with a river flowing at the foot 
of the green bank, on which we, a little 
company of Christians, stood, and sang 
the Benedictus, and lifted up our hearts 
and voices to the God of nature and the 
God of all grace. Such seasons are pre- 
cious to us, and give honor to God. We 
take possession of the land for King Jesus. 
We set up the standard of His kingdom, 
and look forward to the time when all 
shall know Him, from the least unto the 
greatest, and the whole world be filled 
with his glory. Amen! 

While waiting for breakfast, walked 
around the town and talked to the women. 
Heard one woman repeating to a stranger 
from the Panh country, that they must 
not have greegrees, but serve God. Stopped 
and confirmed the word to the stranger. 
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Sat at the door of another house, where 
was an interesting woman sick. Her name 
is Yagei. TI have told her the way of life. 
She listened with attention, and said it was 
good. 

Our course has been to the north this 
morning. Left Dubo at eight minutes past 
eleven. Went east. Soon crossed the Nehbor 
River, running to the west into the Ca- 
valla. Crossing the river, we turned to the 
north-west. We lost our road, and have 
been detained half an hour finding it. 
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It is Monday. We are seated by the 
path side, The woods on one side are 
cleared, and the bushes are drying, prepar- 
ative to burning and planting. A woman 
is sitting at the foot of a tree before some 
smoking embers, and a boy has gone to 
call the headman and bring us some palm 
wine. I have picked up some beautiful 
winged seeds, of three varieties. So God 
plants the trees of the forest. His works 
are wonderful. 

(To be continued.) 


Beneficiaries in the Female Orphan Asylum, 


The following list of the beneficiaries connected with the Female Orphan Asylum, 
Cape Palmas, and of the parties by whom they are supported, is sent to us by Mrs. 


Hoffman. 


Names of the Beneficiaries, 


No. 1. Ellen P. Arnot,* William Newton, 
‘¢ 2. Eliza Parks, St. Philip’s, 

‘« 3. Sarah Harmon, Virginia Hoffman, 
‘4, Anna P. Davenport, Vinton, 

‘* 5. Manima Evans, Bohlen, 

“ 6. Elizabeth Evans, Howe, 

“. ‘7, Harriet Gross, Whipple, 

« 8. Elizabeth Henderson, Bedell, 

* 9. Louisa Cassel, Agnes, 

“10. Malinda Ross, Aree. .C., 

“11. Madora Noel, Potter, 

** 12. Alice Howard, De Lancey, 

13. Amanda Steward, Epiphany, 


“14, Mary Dent, 
*€15. Fanny Wills, 
‘16. Harriet Yates, 
“17. Isabella Elam, 


Hoffman, 


Names of Scholarships. 


William Russel, 


Mary R. Welsh, 
St. Andrew’s, 


Churches and Persons by whom Supported. 
Ch. of Holy Trinity, Westchester, Pa. 
St. Philip’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. James’s Church, Roxbury, Mass. 
Ladies in Boston. [Philadelphia, Pa. 
A. Member of the Ch. of Holy Trinity, 
St. Luke’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. Whitney. 

St. Luke’s Church,, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ch. of Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ch. of Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. Luke’s Ch., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ch. of the Epiphany, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. Andrew’s Church, Wilmington, Del. 
St. Luke’s Church, Rochester, N. Y. 
St. Mark’s Church, Frankford, Pa. 

8. S. of St. Andrew’s Ch. Phila., Pa. 


Letter from the Rev, Benjamin Hartley, 


In the following letter, which is dated Janu- 
ary twenty-fourth, 1865, the Rev. Mr. Hartley 
gives an account of the disturbed state of the 
country, and of the incidents which attended 
his second visit to the Cayalla River: 


Havine been so far blessed with health, 
I have been enabled to attend to the vari- 
ous duties which fill up every hour; but 
find that, unless I turn night into day, 


my correspondence must be limited to just 
what is necessary. 

The mission work is, indeed, up-hill 
work, and more especially at present, when 
the people are at war. Sometimes we 
think that this must make them more 
ready to listen, and in some cases it does ; 
but there is much excitement, and though 
many seem to be losing all faith in their 
greegrees, and say that what we speak is 


a a 

* Ellen leaves for Monrovia in a few days; her aged mother is not expected to live, and earnestly desires to see 

her daughter once more. We cannot refuse, though we grieve to part with Ellen, as she is one of the most intelli- 
gent girls we have, and we hoped soon she could assist in the school, 


Cargz Patmas, W. A., January 13th, 1865, 


190 


true, still there is very little of that turn- 
ing to seek after God which we might hope 
for. In conversation with one of the head_ 
men this evening, I spoke about peace and 
its blessings, and he replied: “‘ Yes ; that 
is true, and we are now praying to God 
that he will let us burn the Grayway towns, 
and then the palaver will be settled.’ So, 
also, when passing through Grayway the 
other day, I was told that, when they had 
burned the towns belonging’to the Cavalla 
people, then they would be satisfied. 

On Monday, the sixteenth instant, I 
walked to Cape Palmas, a distance of ten 
or twelve miles. When the tide is out, it 
is very fine walking on the beach; but 
starting early in the morning, in order to 
get to the Cape before the hottest part of 
the day, we had to walk on the upper sand, 
which is dry and difficult to walk on. I 
had thought of walking only as far as Half- 
Grayway, where I expected to find a canoe 
on the lake; but as no canoe was to be 
found, I started again to walk the other 
half of the way. <By this time, however, 
it was getting pretty hot, as the sea-breeze 
had not yet commenced, and the sun was 
rapidly gaining on us. The bush-boys I 
had with me thought nothing of it, where- 
as I began to feel like melting. When we 
arrived at a place called “‘The Deyil’s 
Rock,” I lay down in its shadow, and in- 
stead of thinking about the devil, my mind 
turned to that beautiful passage in Isaiah 
where our Saviour is compared to ‘the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 
Traly this is a weary land, and were it not 
for His shadow, in which we dwell, we 
would soon faint. Regaining a little 
strength, I again started, and had a num- 
ber of pretty views of the lake; for it is 
from the lagoon that we not only have the 
best views, but a fine contrast between the 
smooth water of the lake on your right 
hand, reflecting with almost unbroken lines 
the shrubbery and trees on its bank, and 
the wild surf rolling up the sand on your 
left. 

At the Asylum, I met Bishop and Mrs. 
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Beckles, from Sierra Leone, ‘on their way 
to Lagos; besides various other mission- 
aries going down the coast. 

Returning on Tuesday afternoon, I took 
a canoe on the lake as far as Grayway. 
While coming down the lake, we heard 
the firing of muskets, and found, on our 
arrival, that the fight was going on; so 
had to remain until it was ended, by which 
time it was getting dark. Two of the Ca- 
valla people we saw dragged along the 
beach, and the man belonging to Grayway 
who had always furnished canoes for the 
missionaries was brought home dead. By 
the time we approached Dodo-Lu, the first 
Cayvalla town, it was quite dark; and not 
desiring to be shot at by those on guard, 
we kept calling out who we were, and tell- 
ing them to spare their powder. One of 
the guards recognized my voice, but as I 
advanced toward the wall, I saw three or 
four muzzles pointed at me. No sooner 
were they sure, however, than they re- 
ceived me kindly, and inquired about their 
enemies. From this point, we soon made 
the Mission-House, and were not a little 
rejoiced at being again in comfortable quar- 
ters. 

The manner of fighting adopted by these 
people is peculiar, and may interest some 
at home. 

Generally, they advance in one body on 
alargeopenmeadow. ‘This time, however, 
the Grayway people came in three com- 
panies ; and so the people of Cavalla had 
to meet them by three companies—one on 
the beach, one on the open meadow, and 
the other toward the bush. After the re- 
spective parties have marched to within a 
safe distance of each other, they halt, and 
then a few of the bravest from each side 
run forward and fire, and run back again ; 
then a few more, and so on. Thus, when 
one falls, he lies between the contending 
parties, and both want to get him. His 
friends want to save him, and his enemies 
want to have the brutal delight of cutting 
him to pieces; so they fight until one par- 
ty begins to give way, or darkness comes 
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upon them, and they withdraw to their 
respective towns, where you will find one 
half dancing, and the other half wailking— 
altogether a pitiable sight ; for every thing 
seems to say: ‘‘ They have no hope, and are 
‘without God in the world.’ Such is a 
glimpse of heathenism, but you can never 
know what life in such a land and amidst 
such a people is, until you come here. 

May God grant them a speedy deliver- 
ance from the bondage of sin! 


eh eS GL vie 
CHINA. 
Letter from the Rev. EH. H. Thomson. 


Unper the date of January 7th, 1865, the Rev. 
Mr. Thomson writes the following statement of 
the condition of the Mission at Shanghai during 
the preceding six months. 

Rey. and Duar Sir: The close of an- 
other half year calls for a few words as to 
the state of the Mission at this station. 

Although we cannot say we have cause 
for great joy, yet we have cause to be 
much encouraged by the general feeling 
among the people. There is evidently a 
growing acquaintance with the good inten- 
tion of the missionary, and with the truth 
he declares; and also that there is a wide 
distinction to be made between him and 
the traders with whom they chiefly come 
in contact. 

Besides our regular churches in the 
city and the Bishop’s chapel, I have open- 
ed two stations for preaching, with one of 
which there is a day school connected. 
The first is near us, in one of the country 
villages. Here I have had full audiences, 
and the attention has generally been very 
good. I have been surprised how well 
they have retained, from one appointment 
to the other, what had been taught. 


THE LOO-TEUN STATION. 


The second station is called Loo-teun. 
This is a large market-town, some twenty 
miles west of Shanghai. At this place we 
have rented a good-sized house on one of 
the great thoroughfares, and opened a day- 
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school, the teacher of which will also act 
as a sort of colporteur and catechist. [He 
has long been a church-member, and I 
trust is a truly sincere Christian. 

I have been out myself several times, 
and have been well received by the people ; 
it is my hope to make this a kind of centre 
from which to reach the surrounding coun- 
try. Itis just at the head of tide-water, 
and I hope may prove a healthy place. I 
have “includéd it in the number of our 
schools, though the number of scholars is 
small; the school being open just before 
the close of the year, the children all wish 
to wait till after the New Year season. I 
have taken the house for six months only, 
that I might give the place a trial before 
committing ourselves for a long lease. 

Our city church seems to be doing well 
under Mr. Wong’s management. He isa 
faithful and kind-hearted pastor, and I 
trust.the Lord will yet further bless him 
in his work. 


OUR MISSIONARY IN PEKIN, 


I trust you have reports from the Pekin 
and Japan stations. I have no word from 
Mr. Schereschewsky, but I am told by a 
gentleman, who is just down from Pekin, 
that Mr. Schereschewsky is the finest 
Chinese speaker at Pekin, and that he is 
very much liked by the Chinese. 

His school, LT am sorry to hear, was 
broken up for a time from the reports 
which some ill-disposed Chinese raised, 
that the foreigners were going to kidnap 
all the children. 

Without, then, any thing particularly to 
discourage us, we look forward to the re- 
sults of the new year with prayer and 
hope. The last year has been a sad one. 
When our head and stay was taken from 
us, it was a sad day. We had leaned 
upon him, it may be, even too much. But 
he had been a kind and steady friend, a 
father to us all; a genial, cheering friend, 
one whose watchword was, ‘‘ Trust in the 
Lord and be strong,” to brace up our 
hearts, and his word was ever, the “ duties 
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of life are more than life,” to urge us on In 


our daily trials. 
But he has been called unto his rest. 


May we be faithful, and join him at the 


last. 
We have lost two of our older church- 


members also, as you will see by the 


tables below. 
The statistics of the Mission for the 


last six months are as follows : 


Baptized, adults,.................-. 10 
(Cen Greliilid We ete sere eee ceases 1 
Beds aclullts herp ccperctetestelatemrs) -Werelot-h ks 2 
£0) chill tate camer wae oka acne 1 
Children in all schools under our 
Cini neamodioeueddnso acon oot 173 
Marriages (Chimese,)->-..---- 4... = 2 
Members suspended from communion, 1 
Alms from the Chinese,......... $71 T7 


With an earnest request for the con- 
tinual prayers of the Church for our work, 
the laborers, and the flock, 

I remain, yours sincerely, 
Exxrot H. Tomson. 


Notes of a Journey to Soo-Chow. 
ELLIOT H. THOMSON, 
(Concluded.) 


“ BY REV. 


Arter leaving the polite officers at the 
gate, we passed directly into the heart of 
the city. 

Soo-Chow has long been one of the most 

‘famous cities of China, but it is now ina 
gad state from the effects of the late rebel- 
lion. Many of the houses are utterly de- 
stroyed, and others are in a very dilapidat- 
ed condition. But as we drew near the 
centre of the city, the appearance of things 
began to improve. We passed the resi- 
dence of the Governor of the province— 
a large, low building, with a wide court- 
yard in front. We went in to take a glance 
at the interior, it having been generally re- 
ported that, during the residence of the 
rebel kings in this town, this building had 
been fitted up and decorated in the most 
gorgeous manner. We could not go into 
the innermost courts, but as far as we 
could see, there was nothing of special note 
about it. 


PREACH AT A LARGE TEMPLE, 


We spent the rest of the day in passing 
about the different streets, distributing 
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books. We both preached at a very large 
temple, one of the largest in China—the 
frame of a temple, I should rather say ; 
for the rebels have destroyed every idol 
and altar, and torn up the floors of the 
three stories, leaving only the bare tim- 
bers and the roof. We had a very large 
crowd to hear us, who listened most at- 
tentively. I stopped in speaking, ahd ask- 
ed if they understood, when they replied : 
‘‘ We understand, we understand.” They 
behaved very well; but we did not try to 
distribute our books here, for the crowd 
was so great that, in the rush which would 
have been made for the books, we should 
have been overborne in the press, and they 
would have quarrelled among themselves. 

We found the aspect of the city very 
different in this part. The streets were 
crowded, and business of all kinds seemed 
to be actively engaged in. 

We returned to our boat, which had 
gone up to the south-eastern gate. 

As we stopped to rest a little in a kind 
of bamboo and straw house just out of 
the city, Mr. Wong began to talk with the 
owner about the ruined state of things. 
Speaking of the temples and the priests, 
he said that he had to pay a certain tax 
per month for the temples, or, as he put 
it, ‘to the gods of the earth.” We made 
a little calculation of the amount, putting 
the rate per head very low, say one cent 
per man. The sum in China spent in idol- 
worship and the worship of ancestors 
would, at this rate, reach the enormous 
sum of one hundred million dollars per 
annum. This I judge to be a very low 
estimate. 

When will this immense waste be turn- 
ed into its proper use, to glorify God and 
do good to man? Not till more than ten- 
fold more effort, ten-fold more men and 
means are sent out by the Christian Church. 
The day will come, we know, when China 
shall turn unto Christ; but whether we 
shall be in part the instruments in that 
work depends, in a measure, upon our- 
selves. 


SET OUT ON THEIR RETURN. 


The next morning we set out on our re- 
turn to Shanghai. Long ere the sun was 
rising up from the east, we were on our 
way. The country here is dotted over 
with little lakes, from two to three or four 
miles wide, all linked together by canals. 
There was none of that desolate, deserted 
appearance which we saw on the other route 
to Soe-Chow. I asked why it was so, and 


Miscellaneous. 


was told that in this part of the country 
nearly every family has a boat; for with- 
out a boat it is difficult to pass to and fro; 
so when the rebels appeared, the people 
fled to their boats and escaped, leaving no 
way for the rebels to pass from place to 
place. We passed several large unwalled 
places, distributing books and speaking 
occasionally. 

We reached the neighborhood of Tsing- 
poo, the first walled town on our route, 
near nightfall. This place was one of great 
importance in the late struggle, and the 
country around shows the effect of the 
war as much as that of Kia-ding. The 
people are, however, more numerous, and 
the country beyond the immediate limits 
of the city is well cultivated. There is 
great need of mission-stations all through 
this region. At present, there is nothing 
done but the occasional preaching of a 
passing missionary. 

Immediately after passing through the 
city, we started for Soong-kong, the /vo or 
chief city of the district in which Shang- 
hai is situated. We reached it about two 
P.M., and went at once to work with our 
books, Mr. Wong going in one direction, I 
in another. We were well received, and 
all wanted books. 


GENERAL WARD. 


The city, within the wall, has suffered 
but very little from the war, it having been 
held as the headquarters of the famous 
General Ward, the foreigner who first un- 
dertook to head the Chinese forces, and to 
discipline them ; and under him they be- 
gan to beat back the rebels. 

In passing through one of the courts of 
a Confucian temple, I stumbled on the 
grave of this General Ward. He was killed 
at Ning-po, and brought here to be buried, 
as a mark of respect by the Chinese au- 
thorities. We could not remain long here, 
and started for Shanghai, which we reach- 
ed early the following morning, having 
been absent from home not quite seven 

8. 
it was the first time that I had had an 
opportunity of visiting the interior since I 
learned the language. 


CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS. 


So far as our work is concerned, there 
seemed not the least obstacle of any kind. 
The people seem humbled under their great 
calamity, and to have laid aside that con- 
tempt for all foreigners which they once 
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felt, and most gladly. take our books and 
listen attentively to what is told them. 

What seems needed is to have native 
teachers, stationed at various points, to 
teach and preach, and then one or two 
missionaries to go continually from station 
to station, teaching and guiding them in 
their work. 

There is a great need of the frequent 
presence of the missionary, to show the 
people also that there are other than the 
men who come to trade and cheat, and 
even rob them, as some foreigners do. 

The vagabonds from all quarters of the 
world who collect at Shanghai, give the 
poor people, who scarcely ever see any 
other foreigners, a most injurious impres- 
sion of what foreigners are. 

I trust the day will soon come when 
such a plan as I have mentioned may be 
adopted. I believe it will prove both cheap - 
er and more effective than any thing we 
have tried. 

I have been obliged, from the want of 
time, to curtail much of the account of ou 
returning journey. 

But I hope, at some future day, to go 
again, and to give then a full account of 
the prospect in this part of country for 
mission work. 


——-@-¢ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Power of the Cross. 


Tux Cross! oh! what attractive power 
Lives in its hallowed name, 

Nations and tribes of every age 
Its energy proclaim : 

Long since on Judah’s crowded hill, 
Beneath a blushing sky, 

Mystery of mysteries—Jesus bled ! 
Emmanuel stooped to die ! 


Ages have rolled their burdened breath 
Adown the stream of time, 

And thousand deeds of high import, 
Done in that Eastern clime, 

Have perished ; but ¢iis wondrous tale 
Repeated o’er and o’er, 

Hath won the ear and heart of man,, 
On every sin-struck shore. 


Still shall that wondrous tale be told, 
The “ spacious earth around,” 
Till every son of Adam hears 
Its peaceful, blissful sound ; 
And every knee before that cross, 
Shall yet in prayer be bent, + 
Acknowledging no other name 
For man’s salvation sent. 


Thou precious Cross! oh! may my heart, 
Feel thine attractive power, 

Amid the flatiering smiles of earth, 
As in its dreariest hour: 

And when around death’s well-strung bow 
My feeble heart-strings play, 

Thou bleeding Cross! thou dying Lamb ! 
Be thou my only stay ! 


Researches in Zulu Land. 


Rey. Lewis Grout, who has spent fifteen 
years as a missionary in South-Africa, has 
published a volume descriptive of the re- 
gion of his researches and labors, with 
the title of Zulu Land. The work is a 
popular treatise in which the novel and 
striking features of the country are made 
familiar to the reader. Zulu land is a 
large territory on the south-east coast of 
Africa, including the province of Natal. 
The land rises by a succession of plateaus 
from the sea toa height of six thousand 
feet in the interior; the soil is much of it 
fruitful, and the inhabitants a finely de- 
veloped race with mitigated negro traits. 
They have hitherto had no written lan- 
guage, their only literature being com- 
prised in legends and traditions, but Mr. 
Grout has with much labor prepared a 
grammar and other educational works, the 
Zulu convert first learning the alphabet of 
his native tongue from a _ transatlantic 
teacher. Though without books, the race 
has some taste for reasoning and oratory, 
and law courts whose forms and observ- 
ances are in sone respects caricatures of 
our own. 

Commencing with a graphic account of 
his own first experience in a country,so 
new and among a people so strange, the 
writer proceeds to give, in twenty-five 
readable chapters, some account of the 
discovery of the region and early visits to 
it by Europeans; its position and geo- 
graphical features; the season and clim- 
ate; origin and relationship of native 
tribes; early accounts of Natal, and his- 
tory of native rulers; what the Dutch 
have done and suffered; Zulu-Kafir law 
and government; superstitions; matri- 
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monial affairs; character; language and 
literature; the American Zulu mission ; 
Turopean missions ; geological features of 
Natal ; botanical productions ; the fauna— 
beasts, reptiles, insects, and birds; Huro- 
pean enterprise in Natal; and the present 
state of affairs. A considerable number 
of engravings serve to bring the country, 
the people, and their costume and cus- 
toms, more vividly before the mind. The 
work is one of much value. 


Importance of Peking as a Mission Station. 


The Rev. Dr. William A. P. Martin, 
who has been for fifteen years a mission- 
ary in China, writes as follows in a letter 
dated Peking, November 4th, 1864, con- 
cerning the great importance of this city 
as a mission Station ; 


The importance of Peking in a mission- 
ary point of view, no one has questioned ; 
hitherto the only doubt being in regard to 
the practicability of occupying it. Still 
it may not be out of place to mention a 
few facts which will set this in a strong 
light. 

1st. Peking is the common centre of a 
family of nations. Mongolians, Coreans, 
and Thibetans reside here in great num- 
bers. This place not only affords facilities 
for the study of their languages, but is 
obviously. the best location for a mission- 
ary institution, which shall prepare na- 
tives of each of these nations for carrying 
the Gospel to their countrymen. 

2d. Peking is the chief seat of Pagan 
worship for the whole of Eastern Asia ; 
and the negations of Confucianism, and 
the superstitions of Tauism and Budhism, 
will not continue long to dominate the 
provinces after Christianity is rooted in the 
capital. : 

3d. The Manchu race, which controls 
the destinies of one third of the human 
family, is mainly concentrated within the 
walls of Peking, and accessible through 
the medium of the Chinese language, for, 
with few exceptions, they speak no other. 

4th. The recapture of Nanking and 
overthrow of the rebellion seem to open a 
new career for the reigning dynasty. 

5th. It appears now to be the settled 
policy of the great Treaty Powers to 
maintain the integrity of China, and 
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ABYSSINIANS. 


strengthen the authority of the reigning The Abyssinians 
house. ' 

In view of these considerations, it may We present an engraving of some Abys- 
be doubtful whether the whole earth pre- 


sents a field which, in the event of success, sinians, that singular Beep; whe, in ihe 
promises such large results ag a mission features of their Sonny, , their physical 
to these two millions of Manchus, appearance, and the religion they profess, 
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stand out so distinctively from other na- 
tives of Africa. 

The Abyssinians, in features and form, 
area handsome people. They are between 
five and six feet in height. ‘Erect and 
slender, they are not devoid of muscular 
strength, nor of that symmetrical round- 
ness which so-much contributes to the 
beauty of the human frame.” 

Their complexion, unlike that of other 
dark races, is very varied. The light and 
olive-brown certainly predominate ; but it 
isnot unusual to meet in a single town or 
village individuals who exhibit every shade 
of color, from the pale Egyptian on the 
Nile at Cairo, to the dark negro in the ma 
larious jungles near the equator. 

The costume of the Abyssinian is exceed- 
ingly simple. Men of all ranks, from the 
king to the beggar, wear a shama, or loose 
dress of white cotton, which, in graceful 
folds, is thrown over the shoulders, so as 
to leave the hands and arms free to carry 
spear and buckler. When engaged in 
battle, the shama is exchanged for the 
dino, a mere piece of skin, sometimes of 
the lion or leopard, but more commonly 
of the sheep. ‘Those made by the saddlers 
at Gondar, are lined with red cotton stuff, 
or gay chintz; but as the common soldiers 
cannot generally afford so costly an article, 
the majority content themselves with a 
half-dressed sheep’s hide, which is fastened 
by a strip of leather around their necks, 
The great chiefs, like the Spartans of old, 
during an engagement, wear scarlet jackets 
or cloaks, in order that, in a sharp hand- 
to-hand combat, the enemy may not per- 
ceive the wounds he has inflicted, and so 
cut off his opponent’s retreat. 

The description of the men may, with 
little variation, be applied to the women. 
In their appearance and form, the Abys- 
sinian ladies are certainly not undeserv- 
ing the fame they have ever enjoyed among 
their sallow and dark-skinned neighbors. 
Round and well-proportioned, they are 
particularly favored with high and broad 
foreheads, aquiline noses, and eyes which, 
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notwithstanding their unpleasing large 
size and dark brilliancy, are so tempered 
by a soft dreamy expression, that they 
rather enhance than detract from what 
orientals consider the perfection of beauty. 

Ornaments are the rage of rich and poor. 
Those who possess means carry their love 
for all kinds of trinkets to such an excess, 
that they often have more than three 
pounds weight of silver bells, chains, and 
little scent-boxes dangling down over their 
bosom, besides all the other e¢ ceteras, such 
as rosaries, bangles, and an endless variety 
of charms against the Bouda, Zar, and 
every evil to which ladies in Abyssinia, as 
in other lands, are liable. 


How Much Ought I to Keep? 


A friend lately said: “I have often asked 
myself what I ought to give for the cause 
of Christ; but I have recently been think- 
ing and asking what I ought to keep ?” 

This is the question every Christian 
ought to put to himself’ We may keep 
as much of God's property which He has 
put into our hands as is needed for sus- 
taining life; we may keep some of the com- 
forts of life, but we are not at liberty to 
indulge in luxuries, and give little or noth- 
ing for spreading the Gospel. The ques- 
tions, “‘ How much ought I to give?” and 
“How much ought I to do?” are often 
tantamount to, ‘‘ How little can I give?” 
and ‘‘ How little can I do?” 


ENGLAND. 


A clergyman of the diocese of London 
writes as follows to the editor of the Qo- 
lonial Ohurch Chronicle: “Sir: You 
may like to hear, that at our Ruridecanal 
Chapter held yesterday, the Pastoral of 
the four Archbishops was deliberated upon 
with the view to promote united action. 
Your own suggestion for annual sermons 
by ‘the familiar voice of their own pas- 
tors’ at some stated season of the church 
was unanimously felt to be of the first 
importance, not primarily for the sake of 
obtaining funds, but for what was regard- 
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ed as of greater moment, the awakening a 
more regular and less spasmodic mission- 
ary spirit in our congregations. Difficul- 
ties were felt as to giving up Whitsunday 
annually for that purpose, in view of the 
great special topics of that high festival, 
which would be liable to be set aside. 
Advent also found less favor. But Epi- 
phany-tide all assented to. And we very 
nearly obtained a mutual pledge from the 
brethren that they would hold it to bea 
duty so to preach at each returning Hpi- 
phany season. The pledge, however, was 
on further thought considered to be too 
stringent a measure, and it was ultimately 
agreed to unanimously—‘ That it is high- 
ly desirable, if possible, that the clergy of 
this Deanery should annually, on the first 
Sunday of the Epiphany, advocate the 
cause of Foreign Missions to their congre- 
gations.’ ” 


SCOTLAND. 


A public meeting was recently held at 
Edinburgh, on behalf of the Christian 
Vernacular Education Society for India; 
Major-General Alexander in the chair. 

Dr. Duff pointed out the fallacy of the 
idea that the native population of India 
were highly educated. In Bengal and 
Behar there were upward of 6,600,000 of 
the population of a school-going age, and 
of these only 511,000 attended school, leay- 
ing, in point of fact, in these provinces,e 
6,089,000 wholly uneducated. In Bengal 
and Behar they had 1,234,000 adults who 
had got some instruction, leaving 21,546,- 
000 really and absolutely uninstructed. 
All other parts of India were similarly 
situated. So much for the amount of the 
education ; and as for the quality, it was 
better that they should be left uneducated 
altogether. Not only was the education 
given in the native or indigenous schools 
of India most limited in extent, but it was 
most odious and noxious even in quality. 


GERMANY. 


The Committee of the Missionary So- 
ciety which was established by the late 
Pastor Gossner at Berlin, have lately re- 
ceived a letter from the Bishop of Calcut- 
ta, informing them that he had been in- 
duced to visit Chota Nagpore, and that he 
was struck with astonishment at what he 
saw there. On one occasion he witnessed 
the baptism of one hundred and forty- 
three Coles. Upwards of two thousand 
native Christians were present. Great 
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earnestness and devotional feeling were 
apparent, and a deep impression was made 
on thevast company. He praises the zeal 
and self-denying piety of the missionaries, 
but adds that their number is not adequate 
to the wants of the station; that they are 
insufficiently renumerated for their hard 
labor ; and that if Berlin wishes to retain 
the honor of that most successful mission, 
and see it prosper, it ought to send out 
more laborers, and at the same time to 
make their situation more comfortable. 
The Bishop further says that if the com- 
mittee at Berlin cannot afford to do so, the 
Church Missionary Society would gladly 
undertake the work. (The sum of one 
thousand pounds, was kindly contributed 
by that Society about three years since in 
aid of the mission.) To the latter pro- 
posal the committee at Berlin cannot as- 
sent. They have received their charge as 
a legacy from Gossner, and believe it to be 
their duty to continue the work in the 
same spirit, and on the same footing as 
Gossner has set them the example of. 


MEXICO. 


The Rey. J. N. E. Orestes, one of the 
“Reforming Clergy” of Mexico, who is 
now in New-York, thus speaks of the 
movement in the Mexican Church : 

“T entered the Roman Church with en- 
tire confidence that it was the true Church. - 
Having, however, studied the Bible, I dis- 
covered abuse where I looked for justice, 
excess where I hoped for equity, usurpa- 
tion where I expected right, error where I 
thought there was truth, imposture where 
I admired mystery, superstition where I 
reverenced religion, deception where I re- 
vered doctrine; in short, evil where I be- 
lieved there was good. 

“‘ Mexico, following the impulses of the 
age, made a step forward in the way of 
civilization and progress. The nation rose 
en masse to recognize the rights of its 
sovereignty—to overthrow a vicious the- 
ocracy—to extinguish the inveterate abuses 
of a noxious aristocracy, and of a clergy 
as rebellious against the laws as astray 
from their apostolic mission. 

“A large number of priests, seeing the 
criminal and shameful acts of the high 
clergy, the seditious pastoral letters of the 
Bishops, the inhuman violence with which 
they sustained and gloried in the civil war, 
causing torrents of blood to flow for the 
surpose of saving their wealth and_privi- 
leges, were convinced that the conduct of 
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the greater part of the Mexican clergy was 
contrary to the doctrines of Jesus Christ. 
They have in consequence been the sub- 
jects of persecution, yet each in his sphere 
has sustained the reformation with more 
or less success and suffering.” 


NORTHERN SYRIA. 


Mr. Skene, Her Britannic Majesty’s con- 
sul at Aleppo, writes: ‘‘Aintab is the 
metropolis of Oriental Protestantism— 
here the reformation worked out by the 
American missionaries has its head quar- 
ters, and is represented by no less than 
fourteen hundred persons. The Church 
of Killis numbers one hundred members; 
that of Birijek fifty, Marash one thousand, 
Diarbekir four hundred,. Urfa forty, Alep- 
po thirty, Beitias one hundred, Kissab five 
hundred, and Yekolook one hundred; in 
all, three thousand seven hundred and 
twenty in Northern Syria alone. Hduca- 
tion as well as preaching the Gospel has 
been spread to a great extent, schools hay- 
ing been established by the American mis- 
sionaries in every considerable place in 
the province. Besides those which are 
merely elementary, there are theological 
classes for the preparation of natives for 
the ministry, upper-schools affording clas- 
sical and scientific tuition, and a girls’ 
boarding-school, under the enlightened 
charge of American ladies.” 


JERUSALEM. 


Bishop Gobat, in a letter dated February 
2d, 1865, asks the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge for a grant of one 
thousand prayer-books, and says that the 
demand for the prayer-book in Arabic, 
Armenian, and Turkish, in North-Syria, 
. Mesopotamia, etc., is very great. 


WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 


During the absence of some of the ves- 
sels of the blockading squadron from the 
coast of Dahomey, the slaver Ciceron 
slipped in near Porto Novo, embarked 
fifteen hundred slaves, and got safely off 
with them—bound for Cuba, of course. 


ST.“ HELENA. 


The Bishop of St. Helena, in a letter 
dated Oakbank, St. Helena, December 
29th, 1864, states that a decision has been 
given by the Court of Chancery as to the 
appropriation of the Hussey Charity, be- 
queathed for the instruction and redemp- 
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tion from slavery of negroes: that half of 
the sum so left is to be appropriated for 
the benefit of the liberated Africans 
brought to or residing in St. Helena: 
that the means thus provided will be 
ample to meet all the expenses connected 
with the instruction of the negroes in 
Rupert’s Valley. 

« The negroes (the Bishop reports) are 
making progress in the school, in which 
are ten negroes who lost their sight by 
ophthalmia, on board slave-ships, learning 
to read in books with raised letters. 


INDIA. 


The Rev. T. J. Scott, an American Mis- 
sionary in India, says: ‘Before being 
fully prepared for the work of preaching 
here, the two chief dialects of the Hindoo- 
stanee must be learned. These are Urdu 
and Hindoo. The first is spoken chiefly 
by the Mussulman part of the population, 
and the second by the Hindoos. The 
Urdu comes largely from the Persian and 
Arabic, while the Hindoo comes chiefly 
from the Sanscrit. The Sanscrit, Persian, 
and Arabic languages are to the Hindoo- 
stanee what Latin, Greek, and Saxon are 
to the English language. All that may 
be said in favor of studying the classics 
with a view to the better understanding of 
English, holds with double force for the 
study of Sanscrit, Persian, and Arabic in 
»mastering the Hindoostanee.” 


CHINA. 


Letters were read at a recent meeting of 
the Committee of the Church Missionary 
Society, from the Right Rev. Dr. Smith, 
(late Bishop of Victoria, Hong Kong,) 
dated Lyme Regis, stating that the sum 
of three thousand pounds had been placed 
at his disposal for a refuge for Opium 
Smokers in some of the missionary sta- 
tions in China; and proposing that such 
a scheme should be undertaken by the 
Society in connection with its Ningpo 
mission; and inclosing a letter from the 
Rey. W. A. Russell on the same subject. 
It was resolved that a short statement of 
the proposed Refuge for Opium Smokers 
be drawn up and printed for circulation 
among the members of the Committee pre- 
vious to a decision being taken upon the 
subject. 

Two native soldiers were lately baptized 
by the American missionaries at Tientsin. 
Soon afterwards an order came to detach 
one fourth of the regiment to which they 
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belong to receive and welcome at midnight 
Hsi Shen, the god of joy. On application 
to the authorities, the missionary was in- 
formed that private soldiers would not be 
required to worship idols: officers must. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The authorities of the province of 
Queensland, Australia, have promised to 
Bishop Patteson, of the Melanesian Mis- 
sion, a grant of a portion of Curtis Island, 
off the eastern coast of Australia, to which 
the Bishop hopes to have his mission- 
school, now at Auckland, transferred ; 
and where, besides having his headquar- 
ters in a much more convenient. position 
for the purposes of the mission in the 
islands, he will have an opportunity of at- 
tempting the evangelization of the aborigi- 
nes of that part of Australia. 


SLAVERY IN TURKEY. 


Aw English correspondent at Constanti- 
nople, writing concerning the Circassians, 
says: 

“Tt is a question whether the interests 
of the slave-trade did not influence the 
Turks to invite these tribes to Turkey. 
The harems of Constantinople have long 
been supplied from this source, and the 
result of the Russian war bids fair to cut 
off the whole supply at once. 
present arrangement, every harem has been 
more than supplied at very low rates. 
These girls have sold as low as £5 or £6, 
from that up to £150. Not only are the 
harems stocked, but large numbers of these 
slaves are now held by the dealers on 
speculation. I know of one man who 
holds 150, in anticipation of a rapid rise 
in their market value. ‘The slave-trade is 
more brisk here than it has been for a 
hundred years, while Europe fancies that 
slavery in Turkey is at an end. Most of 
the servants, black and white, in Turkish 
families here, are slaves. One of the first 
steps which Turkey needs to make toward 
civilization is the abolition of slavery.” 


MISSIONARY INCIDENT. 
oa 


A recent striking illustration of the mis- 
sionary work will interest our readers. A 
gentleman lately read in a religious meet- 
ing in Chicago a letter which he had re- 
ceived from a native missionary whom he 
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had known in India. The reading was no 
sooner concluded than a man rose in the’ 
meeting, and while thanking God for the 
good news which the letter contained, de- 
clared that that native missionary had 
been the means of his own conversion, 
when as a Sailor he had strayed into the 
chapel where the missionary was preach- 
ing an English sermon from the text, ‘‘ Be 
sure your sins will find you out.” 


WHAT IS TRULY ENJOYED. 


Seneca, the heathen moralist, inculcates 
a principle worthy the belief of every 
Christian: “TI believe I truly enjoy no 
more of the world’s affluence than what I 
willingly distribute to the necessitous.” 


RUSSIAN ECCLESIASTICS 
PEKIN. 


IN 


The Russian ecclesiastics now in Pekin 
have commenced an active propaganda, 
and their converts already number three 
hundred. Fifty were added during the 
past year. They have built a chapel at a 
village near Tien T'sin, with money sub- 
scribed by the people. All this has been 
done during the five years that have elapsed 
since the Treaties were made, securing the 
toleration of Christianity. This is a de- 
cided step in advance, as’ previously the 
Greek Church in Pekin had taken no ac- 
tive measures to bring the Chinese and 
Manchu people among whom they dwelt, 
within the pale of the Christian Church. 
We would therefore give the priests com- 
posing the present mission-staff full credit 
for their zeal and success. They no doubt 
are acting under authority, and perhaps 
have been provoked by the presence and 
activity of the Protestant missionaries to 
take aggressive steps upon the heathenism 
around them. ' It is to be hoped they will 
not indiscriminately receive all who offer 
to join their communion, without examina- 
tion and careful testing of motives and 
character. The Roman Catholic missions, 
by the neglect of this careful dealing with 
professed converts, and by exercising no 
vigilant care and proper discipline, have 
swelled thetr numbers with worthless ma- 
terials. Such converts become a scandal 
and a reproach to the Christian name, and 
so put stumbling-blocks in the way of.sin- 
cere inquirers. 
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